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N the following day the parties 

met at Wimbleton; Sir George 
Berkland's ſecond fire brought Lord 
Bellhammond to the ground, who cx- 
claimed, © I am a dead man.” Sir 
George heard the ſurgeon pronounce 5 
the wound to be mortal, and with his 
ſecond, Colonel Hainault, ſet off fer the 
continent. The Earl was carried to a 
gentleman's houſe in the neighbour- 
hood; and his ſecond, the Duke of 
Portman, returned to town. The af- 
THE fair 


4 LOUISA MATEHEWS. 
fair was made public inſtantly ; but Sir 
George had eſcaped before a warrant 
was granted. Notwithſtanding all this, 
Mr. Montague inſiſted upon the fami- 
ly's going to the theatre, and aſter- 
wards to the opera. © Men mean,” ſaid 
he, © to vindicate women's characters 
when they fight ; but it does more tO 
deſtroy them than they are aware of. It 
is doubly incumbent upon us to appear 
in public; had the wound been fatal ax 
the inſtant, I ſhould have thought other- 
wiſe. Louiſa's mind rejected this doc- 
trine ; but Mr. Montague's, opinion de- 
termined her to acquieſce. They ac- 
cordingly went, and much ſcandalous 
miſchief was, no doubt, prevented from 
going forward on account of the duel, 
As ſoon as Sir George artived at Calais, 
he wrote Mr. Montague the whole 
rranſaction, which indeed was no ſur- 
| priſe 


LOUISA MATHEWS. | 6 
priſe to him, as he expected this muſt 
be the conſequence of what had prece- 
ded it. The reports of the third day 
were, that the ball had been extracted 
from Lord Bellhammond's hip, and that 
hopes were entertained of his recovery. 
Mr. Montague deſigned to have perſo- 
nal ſatisfaction of Lord Bellhammond 
himſelf, tho' he was a profeſſed enemy 
to duelling; but learning that he had 
inſulted Louiſa with offers to live with 
him while under Mr. Montague's pro- 
tection, he no longer heſitated what 
path to purſue. The dates of the two 
challenges determined Lord Bellham- 
mond to take the earlieſt. Sir George 
had the ſtart of Mr. Montague for tuo 
hours, and was therefore honoured with 
precedence. 

The ſurgeons daily ſent an account 
of the Earl of Bellhammond's amend- 
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ment to town. On the ſixth day he 
was declared out of danger, and an ex- 
preſs was accordingly diſpatched to 
Calais on the following morning, in- 
forming Sir George Berkland of the 
favourable turn of his affairs. On the 
next day, a letter from William Monta- 
gue to his father, dated Liſbon, bid Mr. 
Montague expect to ſee them in the be- 
ginning of the week. One article he. 
ſuppreſſed was relative to their vene- 
rable father“ Poor Mathews had not 
any chance of recovery—the phyſicians 
pronounced it impoſlible ; but he was 
anxious to ſee his daughter, and bent 
upon England, though at the hazard of. 


his ute. By 
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| 1 a lapſe of ſome days, Mr. 
Montague received a few lines 
from George, dated Dover, with an ac- 
count that Mr. Mathews could never 
reach town. He requeſted his father to 
ſend down the houſekeeper to manage 
every thing properly, and alſo to break 
the event to Miſs Mathews as gently as 
poſſible, with an aſſurance that he had 
bimfelf attended to his reſpected tutor 
with the affection of a child; that he 
had not been in a good ſtate of health 
for ſome months: but they never ima- 
gined him to be ſeriouſly ill, till about 
a month previous to his embarkation 
for England: that very day made vi- 
ſible ravages from the time he received 
B 3 | a re=call 
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are-call from Mr. Montague. He added, 
that being Saturday, 1t was not a poſt 
day, which obliged him to poſtpone his 
letter four and twenty hours longer ; 
and the intelligence then was deciſive. 
Louiſa had been extremely unwell for 
ſeveral days paſt with the fatigues of 
body and mind united, which ſhe had 
undergone in fo wonderful a manner, 
the Montagues thought her very un- 


able to ſtand the preſent ſhock 3 


and Lord Haleborough and his wife 
agreed to go to Dover, carry the young 


men with them to Lady Elenor Pal- 


mington's, and enable Mr. Montague 


to break the melancholy event to Lou- 


iſa before their return. Lady Halebo- 
rough , recommended. antidating the 
time of his death for a while, as his be- 
ing arrived, and not ſeeing his child, 
V ould add conſiderably to her ſorrow. 
| ara, She 


LOUISA MATHEWS, : 3 
She was likewiſe kept ignorant of the 
houſekeeper's journey, who was order- 
ed to ſee every thing properly per- 
formed at Dover. 

Mr. Montague and Lucy broke the 
event to her on the day that Sir George 
Berkland returned to England, freed 
from apprehenſion of being amenable 
to the laws. As this circumſtance they 
were perſwaded would afford her fome 
pleaſure, ſhe was more able to receive 
the intelligence which would give her 
the moſt poignant concern. They told 
her that they had known it for ſome 
time, but that they thought her too ill 

to encor ter the ſtroke. Every affec- _ 
tionate care and attention had been 
ſnewn him by his pupils, and the beſt 
Italian and French phyſicians pro- 
nounced the diforder a rapid decline. 
"ms with all her levity had a good 
B 4 * + 
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10 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

heart; her ſpirits were conſiderably 
lowered by the diſappointment ſhe had 
experienced in her ſiſter Charlotte, and 
ſhe recollected that in fact that ſiſter 
was the original cauſe of this new mis- 
fortune to Louiſa, as grief at the ac- 
count Mr. Montague was under the 
neceſſity of remitt ng to him had preyed 


on his mind with ſuch keen hold, that 


nature had no longer power to ſtruggle 
againſt it. With this perſuaſion. ſhe 


exerted double powers to calm her 


friend. Louiſa conſoled herſelf with 
the thorough belief that her loved fa- 
ther had been ignorant of all her mis- 
fortunes, and the kind and aſſiduous 


attention of her valuable friends made 


her endeavour to ſuppreſs her grief, 
confine it to her own boſom, and aſ- 


ſume a chearfulneſs of face to cover 


an aching heart—a taſk /// difficult to 
5 perform 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. 0 11 
perform ſince ſhe had hopes of ſo ſoon 
ſeeing George Montague, but ſhe did 
not allow herſelf to believe that ſhe 
had a'warmer intereſt in that amiable 
young man than in any other human 
ereature. Mr. Abercrombie had often 
told her, that George Montague's let- 
ters to him were upon a beautiful ſubjet?. 
The eternal Louiſa,”* ſaid he,“ makes 


me receive my! epiſtles ending with 
this line 


« I am, my deareſt Louiſa, ever thine.” 


« And indeed, let him ſtand ill, tra- 
vel, or talk, he can only think of Lou- 
iſa.” Mr: Abercrombie always con- 
trived to inform her of this propenſity 
in George, which the would chide him 
for, and threaten to tell Lady Elenor 
Palmington of. She had little doubt. 
now that this match would take place, 
as the heireſs had refuſed Lord John' 

B 5 Portman 


12 | LOUISA MATHEWS. | 
Portman the Duke's brother and pre- 
ſumptive heir, as his Grace had been 
married fifteen years without having 
any family. Advantages ſtill leſs 
tempting than his difpoſition, accom- 
if pliſhments, and perſon, every body 
pretended to know that young Monta- 
gue was the hidden cauſe of this rejec- 
tion. Lucy had informed her, that her 
ö brothers were to join Lord and Lady 
Haleborough at Lady Elenor's—a ſick- 
ji neſs came over her heart, but her own 
| natural good ſenſe made her reproach 
herſelf keenly for feeling emotions ſhe 
ought to eradicate, With new zeal 


the determined to forget George, and, 
| if poſſible, fecl that regard for Six 
| George Berkland he was fo juſtly en- 
titled to. No ſiſter ever loved a bro- 
ther more tenderly than ſhe did this, 
amiable friend, but ſhe would have 

telt 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. 13 


felt uncommon happineſs at ſeeing him: 
united to an amiable woman. Until 


8 * X . - * 
ſhe experienced a. different ſentiment, 


ſhe could not bring herſelf to. believe 


it poſſible ſhe ſhould ever acquieſce. 


with the wiſhes of her friends, for the 


Montague family. were united in wiſth- 


ing this match to take place, and the 


Marquis of Pearcefield, who was warmly 
attached to Sir George, and engaged 
to Lucy Montague, frequently exerted! 
his rhetoric to make Louiſa: ſenſible: 
of his friend's- merit. 

During the viſit of Lord Halebo- 
rough, his wife, and her brothers, Mr. 
Montague thought it would be advi- 
ſible to join them, and ſettle the af- 
fair of his eldeſt ſon's marriage with. 
Lady Elenor. Palmington. He had not 
a doubt of her: actepting the offer as 
0 had always ſhewn a' decided pre- 

B 6. + ference 
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j ference for him, unknown to herſelf. 
| The Montague eſtate was divided from 

her's by a park pale, and the union of 
both into one would be the height of her 


i ambition as well as his own. Of 
| George he never entertained a doubt, 
| 

j for he had been accuſtomed to hear of 


D SY 20T 2D * 3 


| this diſtinction from childhood. Aber- 


| crombie and Mrs. Goodricke were re- 
| turned from diſpoſing of Charlotte, 
3 and the latter took up her abode in 
Cavendiſh-ſquare, while Mr. Monta- 
gue went to accompliſh the ſchemes 
he had ſo cordially cheriſhed during the 
minority of his ſon. They had no de- 
fire of accompanying them, as the Mar- 
quis of Pearcefield's mother was to be 
in town for a week in her way to the 
South of France, and wiſhed, though 


ſhe was unable to ſee other company, 
** f 


to 
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to have her intended daughter-in-law 
introduced to her. Theſe motives 
were ſufficient to detain her from 
joining the family party at Palming- 
ton. ; * © | 
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KAT. I. 


HIS was not a time for Louiſa to 

make much progreſs in her reco- 
very. Abercrombie knew all. along 
of George Montague's attachment, and. 
received many deſponding. letters from. 
him, upon learning the obligation 
Louiſa Mathews was under to Sit. 
George Berkland,, and the probable 
degree of regard ſhe muſt cheriſh for. ſo» 
attached a lover. He urged. him by all. 
the friendſhip they had-hitherto known, 
to tell him the ſentiments of: Miſs Ma- 
thews's heart—he was determined not: 
to marry Lady Elenor, becauſe his 
prepoſſeſſion for Louiſa: was uncon- 
quefable. He ſaid, he had not ventured; 
to: 
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to give his father the reaſons of his 


being averſe to the propoſition, but 
they would ever exiſt. Perhaps, had. 
he courage to unravel the myſtery, Mr. 
Montague might yield to inceſſant en- 
treaty. He had affected his friend ſo- 
much by his letter, that he put it into 
his pocket for Louiſa to read, who en- 
tered too deeply into the nature of 
his diſtreſs to diſguiſe her feelings. She 
condemned Mr. Abercrombie for in- 
foxming her of the paſſion George Mon- 
tague had cheriſhed for her, ſince gra- 
titude to his. father had' placed an in- 
feparable bar to their union. The 
abſolute impoſſibility of ever accom- 
pliſhing this wiſh of his heart will ef- 
tectually guard mine, ſaid ſhe, *againſt 
his deſign to engage my. affections. Let. 
him reflect on my fituation—a depend- 
ant on his family—without fortune“ 

« And 
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———— ——— —— — 


* And he abounds, replied Aber- 
crombie. 


« Injured in my reputation.“ — 
« By his ſiſter, who ought to repair 
it, but the brother? © What would your 


old friend, Mr. Montague ſay, if he now 


overheard you Mr. Abercrombie. Would 
he not think you deficient in friendſhip 


to himſelf, kind as you are to me in 


thinking me worthy of your boſom 


friends affections, yet I fear the father 


will condemn you.”” 


Believe me, Miſs 8 I never 
ſhould have broached the invariable 
purport of George Montague's etcrnal 


letters to you, unleſs I had frequently 


heard Mr. Montague declare, that, if 


William liked you, he ſhould be hap- 


py to call you his daughter. I recollect 


Charlotte's anſwer to her father, which 


Was, I think my brother is not much 
obliged 


nr? ob | <4 Ao 
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LOUISA MATHEWS, 19 
obliged to you, Sir, he may marry the 
firſt woman in this kingdom—wzth mo- 


ney.” © True,” rephed Mr. Montague» 


«and was I certain ſhe was as amiableand 
as goodas Louiſa, I own I ſhouldgiveher 
the preference. But having lived ſixty 


years without meeting a woman as per- 


fect as ſhe is, I fear there is little chance 
of ſucceſs. He has frequently told me, 
that in his caſe he would ſettle you both 
very handſomely ; for he loved you as 
fincerely as he did his own daugh- 
ters. It is becauſe he has told nie his 
wiſn that the youngeſt ſon and you 
might like each other, that 1 venture 
to flatter you with being forgiven if 
you married the eldeſt; to be ſure it 
will affect him at firſt, becauſe he had 
ſettled in his own mind the union of 
two overgrown eſtates. But Monta- 

gue 


20 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
gue is too juſt to injure his ſon with a 
continued reſentment.” 
„ Pardon me,” ſaid Louiſa, © but 
my mind has a ſtrange preſentiment 
that you have ſome very powerful rea- 
ſon for urging an argument juſt now, 
that I am convinced you would not 
have approved in any 'other perſon 
yeſterday. Have I not heard you 
condemn «clandeſtine, marriages, aud 
expatiate on the great ſin of ingrati- 
tude, which was a combination of all 
vices in one? and yet I now hear you 
the advocate of a ſtolen match—a diſ- 
obedient ſon, and an ungrateful being, 
who has received a thouſand obliga- 
tions from Mr. Montague. I am not 
blind, my dear Sir; ſome hidden cauſe 
impels you to change your opinion in 
this extraordinary way; — enable me to 
judge of the whole, by becoming ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the parts. I am averſe to 
diſguiſe, and will fairly explain to you 
my ſentiments. I am not a ſtranger to 
Mr. Montague's affection for me; he 


Leave me ſome haſty information of his 


partiality before he went abroad. I 


Z endeavoured to forget it.“ 


&« Endeavoured to forget it un. ir 


a ſtruggle then?“ 


« It was a duty, Sir, beseiwonde, 
Montague, and to his ſon. My hum- 
ble and dependent ſituation made it a 
duty. But without this' too powerful 


reaſon, the pre-engagement which T 


conſidered him to he under to Lady 
Elenor Palmington was a ſufficient 
protection againſt the indulgence of 
any hopes, had I had the preſump- 
tion to cheriſh them for a moment. 
Believe me, I have none. Injrejecting 
Sir George Berkland, I did it from be- 

ing 
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ing afraid that at ſome other period I 
might be ſenſible to the merits of fome 
other perſon, as the extreme indiffe- 
rence I feel for him (notwithſtanding 
the extraordinary obligations he has laid 
me under,) awakened my apprehen- 
ſions for both. I truſt, Sir, I ſhall acquit 
myſelf properly in every ſituation, fince 
it is my inceſſant ſtudy ſo to do; but 
that obedience, which ſprings from 
duty more than inclination, is flat and 
inſipid.” FE 

« Would this be the caſe, my excel- 
lent young friend, if Sir George Mon- 
tague was the man? Louiſa, your 
bluſhes have given me an anſwer in 
full.—Spare yourſelf, I will obey you, 
and tell you all the particulars you aſk 
for. I have heard from the enamoured 
ſwain, who writes in the Il Penſoroſa 
ſtyle, He is the moſt wretched of human 


(rea- 


LOUISA MATHEWS. _ 2g 
creatures, Madam ; the moſt unfortunate 
man that ever exiſted, —the moſt unhappy 
being on the face of the globe ;—and many 
other deſponding things that I was 
upon ſimilar occaſions ſome thirty years 
ago; but the why, and the wherefore, 
is yet to come. Mr. Montague and 
Lady Elenor have had a conference 


lowed his ſon was extremely amiable, 
and the eſtates well ſituated for a uni- 
on, to be ſure, if they could ever bring 
themſelves to like each other ; but in- | | 
deed that was a queſtion ſhe ſuppoſed 
George had never aſked himſelf—and ; 
ſhe proteſted the idea had never enter- 
ed into her head. Men were tyrants.— 
She had no thoughts of marriage.— 
Liberty was a bleſſing which could ne- 
ver be ſufficiently prized. And ſhe 


enjoined 


upon the ſubject; when the Lady al- 
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24 LOUISA MATHEWS 


enjoined Mr. Montague not to men- 


tion. one ſyllable of what had. paſſed 
between them ta his ſon for a thouſand 
worlds. | | 


« You may gueſs he ſaw through the 
veil, and obliged. the Lady in the 
manner ſhe meant he ſhould, by tell- 
ing George the flattering injunction, 
and propheſying that the preſent mo- 
ment would be the moſt fortunate for 
the ſubject. He deſired him to follow 
her, as ſhe yas turning into the elm 
walk, and urge his own ſuit. The kind 
of blank phiz George preſented to his 
father's eyes is better imagined than 
deſcribed ; for he had juſt finiſhed a 
letter to me, declaring that the world 
could not tempt him to forego his at- 


tachment to a certain lady of the name. 


of Louiſa, 
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* Sincerely am I gi ĩieved to be the 
unwilling cauſe of his diſobedience to 


- ſuch a father.“ 

“Pray, Madam, allow me to aſk, 
ae Would you have married Sir George 
* Berkland at your father's requeſt ? 

1 You are filent, Louiſa ?—Then don't 


be unjuſt. to George. Montague. From, 
1 1 hs Nees lone to 0 4 Fe for 3 
zw I ſon; and ſhe very unfortunately, for 
Im KR George is perſwaded that a dread, of 
nd her reception withholds his tongue. 


his The care viſible on his countenance 
jan juſtifies her idea; but. meaning to be 
3 a kind, and give him conſequence in his 
x14 WW oun eyes, the is abſolutely cruel. The 
at- ridiculous ſituations George is thrown 
me. into from her humanity, would furniſh! 


out an excellent novel, perhaps, in 


meg 
Sin- | 
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fact, it will make a tragedy ; for George 


is determined to go to India, and has 
wrote to one of the Directors, his 
friend, upon the ſubject. ® Louiſa, look 
up ; what ails you ? faid Abercrombie; 
but Miſs Mathews was inſenſible to the 
queſtion. An open window, and ſup 
of water, revived her; and the good 
effect this ſudden information of 
George's intended departure produced, 
was a ſtop to the repeated declarations 
of indifference with which ſhe had 


| prefaced moſt of her arguments.” 


« Well,” ſaid Abercrombie, “ after 
drawing up his boots for five minutes 


in ſilence, what think you can be done? | 


Tho” I acknowledge to you that I think 
you a gift for a monarch, I have never 
done ſo to George. I have exerted all 


my rhetoric in Lady Elenor's behalf, 
but 


1 
2 


8 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. 27 
but in vain; ſome fifty letters, at leaſt, 
have I wrote, where this object was the 
particular one I had in view.—Your 
good father knew, for ſome time paſt, 
I find, of his pupil's attachment, and 
forbid him to name it under ſevere pe- 
nalties. I can have only the family- 
intereſt 'at heart, when 1 recommend 
the moſt likely way of adjuſting theſe 
d, difficult matters. George is abſolutely 
ns 4 determined, in ſpite of all advice, to 
ad quit Lady Elenor's charms—and, ſtill 

WM worſe, to go to India. In this caſe, 


ter his father will doubtleſs diſinherit him; 
tes and I know old Montague's diſpoſition, 
je? he will feel too much injured, ever to 
nk forgive him. But I tell you this head- 
ver ſtrong fellow is fixed as a rock. Now 
all I am perſwaded that a clandeſtine mar- 
alf, riage, which I have hitherto railed ar 
but I acknowledge, would excite a momen- 
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28 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
tary indignation at firſt—blow over— 
and both would be affectionately re- 
ceived.” _ q 

« Mr. George Montague muſt have 


formed a very humiliating opinion 'of 


ine, ſaid Louiſa, © if he imagines I will 
accede to ſo improper a propoſal. I 
own myſelf mortified ? Yes, Mr. Aber- 
crombie, I am more humbled—more 
mortificd than I can expreſs.” 

«© Upon the honour of a gentleman, 
Louiſa, you injure my friend George, 
never did ſo wrong an idea enter his 
head, far from it—my friendſhip has 
ſtruck out a path to ſave him. I pro- 
teſt he is a ſtranger to my thoughts on 
the ſubject. I have a difficult office, 


and I ſeek to acquit myſelf in it. 


Friendſhip leads me to create as much 


happineſs, and as little miſery as poſ- 
ſible, 


his 
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ſible, among the members of a family 1 
ſincerely reſpect. 

If George goes to India it is all over 
with him, if he remains here, and yet 
refuſes Lady Elenor, his father in the 
firſt place will revenge the inſult of- 
fered to the Lady and in the ſecond, 
will threaten him with altering his will. 
George is high-ſpirited, and will ſay a 
ſomething to juſtify old Montaguc's re- 


ſentment. But would Louiſa furniſh 


him with an excuſe for declining mar- 
riage, by enabling him to ſay, © My 
dear father, 1 ſhould obey you with the 


utmoſt pleaſure, did the law allow it, 


but I have one wife already.” I ſhould 
be ready to ſtep in to his aid—appeaſe 
the old gentleman, put all your affairs 
in train, and be rewarded tor my trouble 

by "—_ all parties happy. 5 
© That you never will ſee Mr. Aber. 
C3 crombie, 
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30 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
crombie ; what makes ſome of us happy 
will make others miſerable. It is ut- 
terly impoſſible we can all be happy.” 
I cannot ſee with your eyes, did it 
reſt with me to promote Mr. George 
Montague's happineſs, I ſhould — 
ſtroy Lady Elenor's.“ 
* Lady Elenor Palmington, believe 
me, Louiſa, has too much ſpirit to regret 


a man who was inſenſible to her ſuper- 


abundant attractions. She values them 
very highly—and will ſcorn any man 
who does not eſtimate them in the ſame 
proportion. Have a better argument.“ 
«© I ſhould behave with exceſs of in- 
gratitude, to Mr. Montague who has 
invariably treated me with tenderneſs 
and affection.”” 
© What ?—by making him more than 
amends by conferring perpetual obliga- | 
tion on his favourite ſon.”” 
cc Oh, 
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« Oh, Mr. Abercrombie, you pervert 
every thing—ſhould I not make a dit-- 
ference between father and ſon? Ar 
leaſt a temporary one?“ 


« Yes, and by doing ſo, prevent an 
eternal ſeparation. Believe me, Louiſa, if 
George goes out to India—tho' he was 
to return within the year, Mr. Mon- 
tague would not behold his face again, 
I am confident of it—the only way to 
prevent George from ruin abroad—.” 

« Is to ruin him at home, for 
ſuch would a union with me prove. 
Seven hundred pounds is every ſhilling 
J have in the world. Beggary would 
be his portion if his father continued 
his reſentments ; and that he would do 
ſo, I cannot entertain a ſingle doubt. 
After what you have ſaid, dear Sir, 1 
think it will be improper for me to be 
here when Mr. Montague brings his 

2 ſons 
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3 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
ſons to town. If George is thus obſtinate 
(notwithſtanding he is without the 
ſmalleſt degree of hope that his aſſidui- 
ties are pleaſing to me) I fear he may 
be more ſo, when he has an opportuni- 
ty of urging his own cauſe. Tam de- 
cided in my determination—did I even 
prefer Mr. George Montague (which T 
am ſure I never gave him the ſmalleft 
reaſon to ſuppoſe) I would not enter a 
family where I was to make a breach; 
in their affections.” | 
« William Montague ſees many good 


- conſequences reſult from your con- 


nexion with his brother. No leſs than 
his preſervation, for that alone will 


prevent him from going to India to 


avoid Lady Elenor Palmington—be- 
tween ourſelves, I believe William has 
all the inclination in the world to caſe 
his brother of that burthen. I am con- 
vinced 
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vinced he likes her but honour keeps 
him Gent!” 

« In that caſe his 1 has its ori- 
gin in intereſt, and he is not blind to the 
probable reſentment his father would 
ew to his brother George. Believe 

n, dear Mr. Abercrombie, your. friend 

will regain his reaſon when you tell 
him, that my rejection of a very unex- 
ee character (Sir George Berk- 
land) Was owing more to the with of 
continuing fingle, than to difapproba- 
tion of him.“ | 

* Convince him of this, and he will 
give over a purſuit ſo hurtful to his 
intereſts, and the domeſtic peace of his 
family.“ 

© Convince me of that Laulfa, and they h 
I will urge it; but as you was acquaint- 
ed with George Montague's regard, 
previous to his. going abroad, I will 

C 4 fairly 


— 6 — — — 
— — - 

— — _ 

— —— - — — —— 
- at EY 


£. — — <a — * 
_ X = K IJ — 
— — — > 22 — 
— * 2 Ap on Ons — — — —— 
_ —— 9 — — — 
— — No 
— —— — ——— ä œù . — — ns 


— 


——— 
—— — 


— 


"Wn LOUISA MATHEWS, 


tairly own, you will have a difficult 
taſk of it. I am thoroughly convinc- 
ed Sir George Berkland owes his diſap- 
pointment to your previous knowledge 
of his rival, Now, I dare ſay, you are 
y angry, but you force me to ſpeak 
plain.“ 1 


* Pray” Sir, when do you imagine they 


propoſe being in town?“ 


„This very night—the fall of the 
ſtocks brings them up inſtantly, tho' 


they had no intention of this, yeſter- 


day morning. I am certain, you have 
had enough of flying from Mr. Monta- 
gue's protection in the eye of the world 
already take my advice Louiſa, fit {till 
where you are, and leave the diſpoſal 


of all to providence. You know that 
yidebus diſagreeable young man, George 


Montague, cannot compel you to mar- 


ry 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 5 
ry him. You can, I doubt not, give 
him a negative to his face, without any 
heſitation or trepidation. As you don't 
care for him, you know this is eaſily 
done, and all your ſex have infinite. 
pleaſure in viewing the diſtreſs of a ſorry 
devil upon ſuch occaſions.” 

e How you: wrong. us, to: a. good 
heart I am certain there cannot be a 
more diſtreſſing moment than that of 
refuſing a man who has flattered us 
with ſo great a diſtinction; and I truſt 
there are nineteen in twenty, upon the. 
_ moſt moderate computation.” 

« Pardon me, fair Lady, do you not 
know that in ten bad, if one be good, 
there's ſtill one good in ten. This 
computation varies from yours amaz- 
ingly ; but here are the Montague's I'm: 
ſure, The buſtle in the hall convinced 

C 3 | Mr. 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 


36 


9 2 
8 2 
1 
& 2 
2 
3 

2 5 
3 
13 
5 2 
Wo 
hy a9 
8 8 
2 
3 2 
= K 


\ 


AIS. 


friends below ſt 


LOUISA MATHEWS, = © 


EC H A P. III. 


W firſt impulſe Louiſa felt at this: 
ſudden arrival was to run down 
and receive the travellers. with. Aber- 
erombie, but the ſecond. was, George 
Montague wHl place my joy to his own: 
account, and therefore 1 had beſt ſtop: 
for a minute.. Then ſhe thought Mr. 
Montague will think me unkind, de- 
ficient in reſpect and attention, and yet 
I ought not to let George ſee that I 
am flurried.. She went to the door, 
returned, looked out at the window, 
faw the baggage taken out,, and yet 
had not courage to determine whether: 
the ſhould go or ſtay. Lucy, who had: 
returned home juſt five minutes, before 

C 6 the 
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the arrival of her father, was in the 
midſt of her toilletting when ſhe heard 
the agreeable voice of her brothers, 
and ran down to congratulate them. 
As ſhe paſſed the drawing-room, ſhe 
flaw Louiſa's gown,” and called her to 
come directly, which ſummons -ſhe 
could not reſiſt. Scarcely conſcious 
of what ſhe did, ſhe joined her friend, 
and they both. entered the parlour, 
where the men had already gone. Poor 
| Louiſa's trepidation did not eſcape 
Abercrombie, who did not place the 
ſource of it to the account the reſt of 
the party did; they attributed the un- 
eaſineſs ſhe viſibly ſhewed to ariſe from 
the idea of not ſeeing her loved father 
return with his pupils. Neither Aber- 
crombie nor the Montagues were 
wrong. Her agitation owed much of 
its force to the ſad recollection of 

having 


LOUISA MATH EWS. 39 


having ſeen the two Montagues and 
him together the very laſt time ſhe;be- 
held them, while theſe ideas were ſuc- 
ceeded by the recollection alſo of thoſe 
tender ſentences George Montague 
had on the ſame memorable morning 

poured into her ear. | 
Upon ſuch: an awkward occaſion as 
the meeting of two lovers, Abercrom- 
bie was the beſt manager in the world; 
he talked to every body in the room 
without waiting for their anſwers, 
which left none of the company leiſure 
for obſervation. Poor George, not- 
withſtanding his perſonal beauty and 
manlineſs, looked: as much like a fool 
as any uncertain. lover I ever beheld. 
Louiſa was ſoon. in an unembarraſſed 
ſtate, (the effect of knowing herſelf ta 
be beloved by the moſt amiable object 
ſhe had ever beeldd while George, 
attributing 
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ttributing all her gaite de caur to per- 
fect indifference, ſat filent, abaſhed, 
and reſerved, aſcribing his ſtupidity to- 
the fatigues of the journey. It will 
not appear ſtrange to people who have 
been in ſuch ſituations to know, that 
except a bow and a curtſey at entering 


the room, they had neither apparently 


taken any notice of each other, one 


from diffidence, the other from con- 


fuſion ; but as every body elſe Nas en- 
gaged in joy and converſation, all this 
paſſed unobſerved except by Aber- 


crombie, who. remarked with extreme 


fatisfaction the pleaſure old Montague 
took in ſeeing Louiſa fo wonderfully 


reſtored to her looks ſince his depar- 


ture. 

Dinner, and a little private conver- 
ſation with Mr. Abercrombie, had re- 
ſtored George Montague to his formen 

taſe 
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eaſe and chearfulnefs. The ſubject 


= they had diſcuſſed: was of a moſt inte- 
Ws reſting nature, and Abercrombie's 


knowledge of the human heart was fo. 
deep, that he penetrated into the ſe- 
cret which Louiſa plumed herſelf upon, 
for concealing ſo effectually from him. 
Her regard (however contradicted by 
her words} was moſt evident; and as 
ſhe did not make a confident of Ms. 
Abercrombie, he was at liberty to ac- 
quaint George with his obſervations, 
which he loft no time in doing, from 


having the previous information that. 


the Eaſt India Director had promiſed: 
him a paſſage to Calcutta in one of 
the Company's ſhips, which was likely 
to ſail in ten days or a fortnight, He 
had only leiſure to tell George, that 
he was his own inveterate enemy by 
attempting ſuch a ſtep, and deſiring 

him 
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N the courſe of the evening, George 
found an opportunity to engage Lou- 
iſa in private diſcourſe, at the drawing- 
room window, and to repeat to her, 
that ſince the hour he firſt beheld her, 
her image had dwelt on his heart; that 
he was convinced neither her cruelty or 
ſcorn could drive it from thence, tho” 
ſhe had given him the opportunity of | 
trying their powers : that he had now 
determined (though he had not yet 
communicated it to his family to go to 
the Eaſt Indies to avoid a marriage with 
Lady Elenor Palmington, and to for- 
get, or at leaſt zry to forget a woman 
for whom he alone wiſhed to live. 
Though 
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44 LOUISA MATHEWS. 

Though ſhe heard every ſyllable which 
came from George's lips, ſhe made no 
reply, indeed as ſhe wiſhed to keep him 


ignorant of her regard, ſhe did wiſely, 


for her voice had infallibly made the 
diſcovery had ſhe attempted to ſpeak. WE 
He engroſſed her ear for ſome time, | 
with intreaties to hear what he had ta 
ſay upon the ſubject; it was yet in her 
power to, detain him in England, could 
he but create in her boſom ſome ſmall 
intereſt in his future happineſs and wel- 
fare. - © But alas! I ſee I cannot,” 
faid he, as he joined his father to 
take an evening walk.” 

« How dare I exult,”” ſaid Louiſa 
to herfelf as ſhe ſhut the coor of her 
own apartment upon finding it empty. 
How dare I exult at having attached 
this man to me, ſince fortune puts it 
out of my power to unite my fate with 

his. 


- 
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mis. Singularly amiable- as he is, be- 


loved as he was hy my father for his vir- 
tues, there is a laudable vanity in ex- 
ulting at being the object of his prefe- 
rence. Hard is the taſk to forget him, 
but my duty bids me effect it, and it 
ſhall be done. After ſome deliberation 
ſhe determined to inform Mr. Monta- 
gue, that as Mrs, Goodricke advanced 
ſo much in years, ſhe required ſome- 
body to be with her conſtantly, and 
that the intereſt of her little ſum of 
money would enable her to be of ad- 
vantage to this worthy woman, and to 
recover the health ſhe had in a great 
meaſure loſt by entering into the world. 
Lord Bellhammond was no longer an 
object to dread, -for though the ball 
had been extracted from his hip, he 
had no hope of ever recovering the 


uſe of his leg, which ſhrunk up ſo ra- 
pidly 
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pidly from the injury ſome tendon had 
ſuſtained, that it kept him in extreme 
pain; and though his life was not in 1 
danger from this circumſtance, yet it 
rendered it a burthen to its poſſeſſor, 
as he was conſcious of his ſufferings 
even during his hours of ſleep. She | . 
reſolved therefore to go and reſide at A ö 
the cottage wholly, and to urge the ne- ; | 
ceſſity of the ſtep ſa forcibly to Mr. 
Montague, that he ſhould ſee it in its 
proper colours, allow her to depart, | 
and continue his friendſhip for her. 
At firſt ſhe thought ſhe could commu- | 
nicate her intentions to Miſs Lucy 
Montague with greater fortitude than 
to her father, but recollecting that ſhe 
was to become Marchioneſs of Pearce. 
field in three months ſhe ſuppoſed it 
natural for her to make a point of Lou- 
iſa's continuing with the + family till 

that 
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XX rhat period arrived, which ſhe would 
1 willingly have aſſented to, if George 
Montague had not returned to Eng- 
land to be an inmate of the houſe. 


| © LOUISA MATHEWS, 


—. 


C HA. V. 
1 days had paſſed with- 
out Louiſa's obtaining ſufficient 
ſtrength to open her mind to Mr. Mon- 
tague, in which time George had ſeized 
every opportunity of urging the ardour 


of his attachment to her; the ſecurity 


that his father would forgive him, if he 
married without previouſly obtaining his 
conſent, tho' he would not, if he did ſo 
in defiance of his commands; that Lord 


and Lady Haleborough, and Aber- 


crombie would eſpouſe their-cauſe, and 
obtain their ſuit : but that unleſs ſhe 
regarded him, no temptation in the 
world ſhould detain him in England, 


where he was wretched in the extreme- 
eſt 
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eſt degree, from the wiſh his father had 
formed of uniting him to Lady Ele- 
nor Palmington. And as he forefaw the 
anger which would ariſe while there 
was no legal oppoſition to this plan, he 
was re'olved to avoid it by a clandeſ- 
tine departure for India, She ear- 
neſtly entreated him to ſpare his father 
the extreme affliction ſuch a conduct 
would afford him. He beſt knew his 
own ſituation ; butas it would enable 
him to decide with mote certainty a- 
bout what ſteps he would take, ſhe 
thought it proper to repeat to him, 
that favours conferred upon her fa- 


ther and her by the Montague fa. 


mily, compelled her to conſult their 
peace in preference to her own; that, 
fearing leſt argument ſhould move her, 
where ſhe had herſelf to contend with, 
ſhe had laid down a rule of conduct 


which 
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which ſhe would implicitly follow. She 
was reſolved on returning to Mrs. 


Goodricke ; time and calm diſpaſſionate 
reaſoning might induce Mr. Montague 


to forego his preſent deſire of ſee- | 
ing him married to Lady Elenor Pal- | 


mington. As his friend ſhe adviſed 
him to try thoſe methods before he took 
the deſperate reſolution of going to 
Calcutta. 


« Would to heaven,” ſaid he, «I could 


ſee the ſmalleſt ſhadow of hope that my 
father would forbear his preſent purſuits. 


Abercrombie, who is a penetrating man, 
is of my perſuaſion that there is none. 


He yeſterday told him, that his ſon was 


quite averſe to the connection with 
Lady Elenor ; that he ſaid, he ſhould 


be extremely wretched if his father 


preſſed it; too wretched to remain in 
England if Mr. Montague was irrevo- 


cably 
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cably determined upon the ſubject. My 
father's reply was, that he ſhould in- 


* deed be ſurpriſed at ſuch an act of d iſ- 
* obedience from either of his ſons włiom 
hne had fo particularly indulged; that 
al W this marriage was a promiſe made to the 
1 late Earl of Palmington, Lady Elenor's 
0 


father, who exacted it upon his death- 
bed, and that he ſhould therefore feel 
it incumbent on himſelf to carty it into 
execution. My friend uſed every other 
argument which the ſubject ſuggeſted, 
but without touching my father in the 
leaſt. My fate is fixed—I am driven 
hence by Louifa's ſcorn, and my fa- 


uld 


Its. 
jan, 
one. 


TT ther's ſeverity.”” 

ould * How ungenerous 1s that charge,” 
8 Mr. Gcorge Montague,” replied Lan 
_— iſa; *aſcribe my conduct, I beſeech you, 


to truer motives, for you know that you 


injure me in this ſuppoſition. 1 ought 
Volt, D not 


eVO- 
:ably 
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not to tell you, that to perform my I 
duty in this inftance is a difficult taſk; 5 
but it nevertheleſs is ſo; yet I am | 
firmly reſolved to adhere to it. Allow | 
me to condemn your raſh determina- ; 
tion of going out to India, Mr. Mon- 
tague will urge you to marry—require | 
it of you—but never really compel you E 
to it. He is too juſt, I am perſuaded, 

to carry his point by compulſion ; be 


gentle in your rejection of his requeſt, | 

and he will be reaſonable in urging it.” | 
« Had you, Louiſa, ever witneſſed 

one of our converſations upon the ſub- MF . 

ject, you would diſcard this perſua- ö 

ſion. We have had the laſt diſcuſſion 

of this topic ; I have wrote a letter to : 

my father which I have now in my d 

pocket. I ſhall give it him this night, 7 

—tis my dernier reſort. I no longer f 


conccal the cauſe of my indifference to 
his 
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his ward, without naming my adored 
Louiſa, I have acknowledged a pre- 
poſſeſſion I cannot conquer; and deſcri- 
bing the object of my inviolable at- 
tachment, have left him a clue to diſ- 
cover the ineſtimable woman my heart 
has ſelected,” 

« God forbid,”* anſwered Louiſa 
with energy; © he will think me the 
moſt ungrateful of beings—the cauſe of 


his favourite ſon's diſobedience to 

him.” 0, 

“ You affirmed that my father was 

juſt.” 

« But in this inſtance he may con- 

demn me unheard ; appearances are in- 

deed againſt me; Mr. Montague will 

condemn me for ſtaying in the houſe 

one hour after the declaration of your 

unfortunate attachment to me.“ | 
* It depends upon your will, Louiſa, 

| D 2 to 
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father loves you—he wiſhes to inſpire | 


you, but he already likes Lady Elenor, | 


tell me.”” 


to convert the mis fortune into a bleſſ- 
ing Unite your fate with mine - My 


my brother William with a regard for 


I am convinced. Will you, in one re- 
ſpect, adminiſter peace to my afflicted 
ſoul, by a noble, candid confeſſion ? 
Was there no obſtacle from my father? | 
would you, Louiſa, - Would you con- 
ſign me to everlaſting miſery? Tell þ 
me, my angel Louiſa,—I beſeech you, 


« For what purpoſe, Mr. Monta- 
gue? Let us, I entreat you, avoid a I © 
converſation of this nature—it is dan- I 
gerous ; let us avoid it.“ 

« Upon my knees, Louiſa, I urge f. 
you to ſay, am TI hateful to you?“ a 

« Why will you diſtreſs me thus? 
You #z2ww you are not. Is this wiſdom ! m 

will 
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55 
will the certainty of my indifference, 
or regard, render you more or leſs mi- 
ſerable when eternally ſeparated ?” 

« The certainty of your indifference 
would make the world a chaos to me 
the certainty of your regard would gild 
every moment of my life, even in exile.“ 

« Be happy, then, my friend: this, 
certainty, is all that Louiſa has to give.“ 

« Enchanting ſentence! Does Louiſa 
then, at length, feel a kindred regard ? 
This is joy.— 

At length, ſay yau? How little do 
you know of Louiſa's heart! My duty 
bid me conceal my regard from you.— 
In an unguarded moment you have ex- 
torted the confeſſion, but hope nothing 


from this declaration. My reſolves you 
already know.” 


„ And Louiſa knows mine. New 
motives impel me to go abroad. Lady 
D 3 Elenor's 
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Flenor's marriage with ſome man more 3 
ſenſible to her charms, can alone re- 
call me. My Louiſa, I live for you: 
though ſeparated for an age, my paſſion 
will be permanent; time which weak« 
ens every thing elſe ſhall ſtrengthen it. 
If it can know encreaſe, only remem- 
ber me.“ 5 


« Alas! our deſtinies are widely ſe- 
parated : to forget, not to remember, | 
ſhould be our daily taſks. We are 
now wrong—it is almoſt criminal to 
talk on this too intereſting ſubject. —I 
intreat you, do not deliver that letter to 
your father, till Mr. Abercrombie has | 
ſeen it.“ e 

« Why fo?“ 

« Becauſe I ſee you are very im- 
prudent. Promiſe—” 


„Whatever you command, I will 
implicitly 
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implicitly obey, provided it is not to 
forget you.“ 

« Then I ſeriouſly take you at your 
word. Conſult Abercrombie's opinion 
and advice, upon all occaſions, relative 
to this affair.“ 


„Would to heaven you would ſet 
me the example of obedience to Hin; 


he would mark ont a path for both, at- 


tended with a thouſand advantages. 
You know, Louiſa, be is an impartial man, 
a reaſonable, diſpalſionate man; and I truſt 
you wilt allow what he fays to have due 
weight with you.” T“ 5 

My father, Sir, tried to engrave on 
my heart, that ſentence ſo neceſſary to 
be reſorted to, Lead me not into 
tempration.* I therefore ſhall avoid 
any further diſcourſe with Mr. Aber- 


crombie upon this trying ſubject, and, 


let me add, with you. The line of duty 
D 4 is 
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88 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
is before me, and whatever it coſts | 
me, it muſt and ſhall be purſued. — 
Could I,—was it poſſible I could feel 
the ſeverity of my fate more exqui- 
ſitely than I now do, I wouldadhere yet 
to it; and therefore it is only diſtreſſ- 
ing yourſelf and me to ſeek converſa- 
tions whoſe tendency is to make us ſtill 
more unhappy. When I am gone from 
hence, Mr. Montague may think dif- 
ferently. Let us hope ſo.” 

The appearance of Lady Halebo- 
rough, who had only juſt entered the 


houſe, for a moment diſconcerted 


Louiſa, though her viſit. had not this 
effect upon her brother George. This 
favourite ſiſter had long been the con- 


fidant of his paſſion, which, however, 


ſhe prudently concealed even from the 
amiable object of it, in the hope that 
her remonſtrances with George, or Lou- 


iſa's 


LOUISA MATHEWS.  &<5Qg 
iſa's marriage with Sir George Berk- 
land, would put an end to a regard 
which had ſo many obſtacles to ſur- 


mount, before it could be rewarded for 


its ſufferings. 
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SHA N. 


1* required little penetration in Lady 
Haleborough to diſcover what 


courſe the converſation had taken be- 


fore her intruſion ; but had ſhe had any 
doubts on the ſubject her brother would 
not have ſuffered her to remain in un- 


certainty, he conjured his loved ſiſter 


to become an advocate for him, which 
Louiſa interrupted with entreating him 
not to diſtreſs her, the impoſſibility of 


perſuading me (was Lady Haleborough 


induced to attempt what I know is im- 
poſſible) ought to be ſufficient, Mr. 
Montague. You know my reſolves. 

« What are they, my dear Louiſa ?” 
ſaid Lady Haleborough, © I havea full 
confidence in you, believe me.“ 

cc To 
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* To go inſtantly to Mrs. Good- 
ricke,” ſhe replied, as I had deter- 
mineddoing before the gentlemenarriv- 
ed from LadyElenor's ; but in the very 
hour Mr. Abercrombie gave me the 
information of their intention to be in 
the courſe of the evening in town, they 
came hither. Since that hour my ti- 
midity alone has brought me into the 
preſent ſcrape of hearing a diſcourſe: 
from your brother, 1 ought not to 


hear. My humble dependant ſituation 


makes it madnefs in me to liften to Mr. 
George Montague, I have tried to avoid 
it will never, madam, be ungrate- 
ful.“ | | Fu 
I am too well acquainted with beck 
my brother and you to have any ap- 
prehenſions about either. My ta- 
ther's affection to his ſon, and his kind-, 
neſs to you, Louiſa—ſecure me from 
any doubes ; ; but I am moſt earneſt 
D 6 when 
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when I ſay I ſhould have been truly 
happy to have called you Siſter, through 
William's means; the affection ſuch 
a tender connection creates 1 already 
feel for you, be aſſured.“ 
Ihe tears which this flattering con- 
feſſion brought into the eyes of Louiſa, 
were accompanied with acknowledg- 
ments, and aſſurances that ſhe would 
deſerve her confidence, though ſhe re- 
quired not this new motive for per- 
ſevering in her duty. | 
« Remember, ſiſter—remember, my 
Louiſa, hat perſeverance will prove my 
death warrant, but I ſubmit. A few 
days will fee me very far removed from 
your preſence.” 

.« Nonſenſe, George,“ replied Lady 
Haleborough, who wiſhed to conceal 
the concern this threat gave her. 
« What wiſe plan have you in your 
head ww??? He then told her of his 


deter- 


; 
1 


1s 
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determination to go to India, which ſhe, 
treated as a Chimera till he produced 
the Director's letter, promiſing him the. 
paſſage ia his particular friend's ſhip, 
and his intereſt when arrived at Cal- 
cutta. She was extremely ſhocked at 
ſo-precipitate a ſtep, and endeavoured. 
by every argument in her power to diſ- 
ſuade him from ſo prejudicial an at- 
tempt. She recounted the many affec- 
tionate compliances his father had 
ſhewn to even his whims and fancies, 
during his minority, and repreſented in 
glowing colours (which Louiſa endea- 
voured to heighten with all her rheto- 
ric) the diſappointment Mr. Montague 
would ſuſtain in his ſon's oppoſition to 
his wiſhes in the firſt place; but that 
was little in compariſon of the mortifi- 
cation he would receive at his going to 
India. He replied, © that he felt all 
the force of the argument ; but he dar- 
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ed not allow himſelf to dwell on it. He 
was wretched, and therefore naturally 
purſued the path which was leaft fo. 
* You know, Lady Haleborough, my 
father conſiders himſelf bound to 
perform an engagement (which he had 
noright to make with Lord Palmington) 
at the certain expence of his ſons hap- 
pineſs. Abercrombie, my brother and 
you, have reaſon to know his determi- 
nation; What is to be done? I will 
avoid daily altercation, daily diſobedi- 
ence by one ſtroke—baniſhment. \ Was 
he even kind to me in that particular of 
relinquiſhing his command, I ſhould be 
beſt abſent. I have ſummed up all my 
ſtore of happineſs in Louiſa ; but Loui- 
fa prefers my father's * to my 

peace.“ 
« Louiſa,” ſhe replied, “ ſees you can 
be ungenerous. Take it, Mr. Monta- 
gue, 
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gue, as the proof of her affection, that 
ſhe prefers your intereft to her ewn. 
Let the facrifice. I make to my duty 
lead you, my friend, to a fimilar con- 
duct. I am under obligation to your 
father, which I will repay, by urging 
his fon to conſider me as an object he 
can never obtain: for unleſs your fa- 
mily ſolicit me, I never will become 
your wife, and you know hat is . 
ſible.“ 

«© Then, farewell peace! farewell 
hope,“ ſaid George, in an undefcrib- 
able agony of mind. He requeſted 
Lady Haleborough to deliver the letter 
he had wrote to his father, and had 
then in his pocket, which Louiſa op- 
poſed, by reminding him of his pro- 
miſe to ſhew it to Abercrombie, and to 
take his advice before he determined 
upon any thing. She marked to Lady 

* 
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Haleborough her wiſh to withdraw; 
and accordingly deſired Louiſa to carry 
her up to Lucy's chamber ; under this 
pretext they quitted the room : but. 
both adjourned to Louiſa's apartment, 
who intreated her friend to manage 
every thing with Mr. Montague about 
her going home to Mrs. Goodricke's, 
which ſhe kindly undertook, wiſhing to 
ſpare Louiſa every unnecefiary exer- 
tion of a fortitude ſhe had ſo many oc- 
caſions to call into action. Louiſa 
then propoſed, that Lady Haleborough 
ſhould take her on the following morn- 
ing to the cottage, as ſhe feared 
George's imprudencc would .lead him 
to take a ſcat in the chaiſe in ſpite of 
remonſtrances, unleſs ſhe had the good- 
neſs to go. For I will own,” ſaid 
ſhe, © I have as difficult a part to ſuſ- 
tain as your brother; and I confeſs 
| this 
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5: this to you, dear Lady Haleborough, as 
y your ſecurity, that I am without any 
s WH diſguiſe to you. Her extreme diſtreſs 
it too ſtrongly evinced the ſtruggle which 
15 duty and love created in her boſom; 
e but the kind and ſoothing aſſurances of 
It Lady Haleborough ; that if it only de- 
* pended upon her ſhe would promote 
to their union inſtead of dividingthem, gave 
r her a ſatisfactory heart-felt pleaſure, 
C which was expreſſed by a plentifuk 
ſa ſhower of tears, and a ſmile of the ex- 
Th. tremeſt acknowledgment. 
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ih Haleborough made an ex- 

cuſe below ſtairs for Louiſa's ab- 
ſence, by telling Mr. Montague the 
dear girl had a headach in conſequence 
of their converſation about Mrs. Good- 
ricke, whoſe ill ſtate of health obliged 
her to have ſome friend reſident with 
her for the future; and Louiſa had 
very naturally acceded to this deſire of 
the old Lady, and had begged her to | 
ſignify her intention to Mr. Montague, 
as ſhe found the quitting his family was 
too tender a point to truſt herſelf up- 


on, He really felt much regret at the 
neceſlity, 


| 
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neceſſity, but he admired Louiſa anew 
for her goodneſs of heart. How few 
young women are there,” ſaid he, who 
would voluntarily become the compa» 
nion of a perſon in years, and ſur- 
rounded with infirmities, in ſolitude, 
and very few removes from poverty; 
when the enjoyment of elegant ſplen- 
dour and admiration were in their 


power! That girl is a miracle,“ ſaid 


he; © TI have watched her in many un- 
pleaſant ſituations, and I proteſt I find 
her more and more amiable :—would ta 
God, William and ſhe could like each 


other!“ 


« Perhaps,” ſaid Lady OY TY 
* the parties are at croſs-purpoſes :— 
ſuppoſe he ſhould like Lady Elenor, 
and George not diſlike Louiſa; if this 
ſhould be the caſe, how would you ma- 
nage, Sir?“ 
« Have 
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Have you any reaſon for ſo ſhock- 
ing a ſuppoſition ?” 


So ſhocking a ſuppoſition !” No; 
mere conjecture ; ' I declare I don't 
know whether W illiam cares a half- 


penny for Lady Elenor.“ 


I'm glad you were only conjectur- 


ing, for the lad would be wretched if 


that was the caſe. Vou ſee the union 
of the two fortunes was Lord Palming- 


ton's wiſh. cg 


« Yes; I underſtand you, Sir: the 
| union of hearts has nothing to do with 


it, if 1 underſtand right?” 


« I ſee George has been perverting 
your principles, Lady Haleborough. IL 


am extremely hurt to find all my chil- 
dren oppoſe me.” 
« Nay, dear Sir,” ſaid his daughter, 


« you wrong me, I never had a thought | 


of 
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of oppoling you. I am quite a diſin- 
tereſted perſon, and am accuſtomed to 
ſpeak my mind to you: — George is 
very unhappy; he dreads. offending 
you, but he has quite an averſion to 
Lady Elenor as a wife; and in that 


caſe, I fea gy 


« Did you undertake to diſtreſs me 


with this diſcourſe, | Lady Halebo- 


rough?“ | 
She replied with tears, which this 
interrogatry brought forth, © No, my 
dear father.—I declined taking any 
ſhare in the conteſt to George ; but I 
thought you would have ſuffered me 
to explain my feelings upon the ſub- 
jet. You never denied me the privi- 
lege of ſpeaking my mind yet, Sir. 
You allowed me to reject one offer, 
and to take the perſon I approved, and 
therefore 
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therefore my poor brother « fitua- 4 


tion—” 

« I entreat you, my dear Eliza,” 
replied her father, with great impa- 
tience, “ change the ſubject.” She, 
however, applauded her own mind for 
making an attempt, unknown to her 
brother, to ſerve him. In the even- 
ing Louiſa joined the family-party, 
which was increaſed by Abercrombie, 
Lord Haleborough, and ſome other 
people ; this addition to their ſociety 
made George imagine his attentions to 
Louiſa would paſs without obſerva- 
tion; but his father, who was now 
convinced that ſome other attachment 


muſt be the cauſe of his ſon's oppoſi- 
tion, though he had not received 
the letter George had written to ac- 
quaint him that This was actually the 

caſe, 
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caſe, now ſaw for the firſt time that 


Louiſa was the object of his regard. 
Had they ever been much together, 
this idea would have ſtruch Mr. Mon- 
tague before; but as the oppoſition to 
his plans were evident during the viſit 
at Lady Elenor Palmington's; and his 
ſon had only ſpent a few days before 
their going abroad, in Louiſa's ſoci- 
ety, he never imagined a ſuggeſtion one 
way or t'other. He purſued both with 
his eyes, beheld his ſon abſolutely loſt 
when in converſation with her; but 
witneſſed the utmoſt diſcreet propriety 
in Miſs Mathews. When he conſider- 
ed that the motion to return to Mrs. 
Goodricke's originated with her, he 
felt a regret at his heart, that ſhe was 
not partial to William; but concern 
at his ſon's folly, and indignation at 
his conduct, expelled theſe regrets from 

his 
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his boſom. He reſolved to enable 
Louiſa to return to the cottage on the 
following morning, after which he de- 
termined to ſeek a converſation with 
George, and re-urge his commands. 


In the courſe of the evening Louiſa 
found opportunity to aſk Mr. Monta- 
gue, whether Lady Haleborough had 
told him the neceſſity ſhe felt for re- 
turning to Mrs. Goodricke' s, which he 
rather coolly replied to, without ex- 
preſſing any concern, and ſaid, he 
thought ſhe acted very properly ; ſhe 
felt an unuſual chagrin at his manner ; 
it was different from his general conduct 


the beſt bred man in the world, and 


yet he omitted one civil thing to make 
the parting palatable. This was a 
gulp to ſwallow - but ſhe effected it 
without viſibly betraying what ſhe felt. 
The few hours which remained to be 

ſpent 


LOUISA MATHEWS, 55 
ſpent below with the Montague family 
were the leaſt pleaſant ſhe had ever 
paſſed in their ſociety. She wiſhed 


for the morning, as ſhe ſhould endea. 


vour to prevail on Lady Haleborough 
to take her breakfaſt in Cavendiſh- 
ſquare, and remove her at an early 
hour, for ſhe ſaw the change in Mr. 


Montague's countenance and manner, 


and felt a ſecret injury at the unkind- 
neſs of it, which hurt her the more, as 
ſhe knew ſhe deſerved. his affections 
more from her laſt actions than ſhe had 
ever done before. Her mind was hear- 
tily ſick of the world at this inſtant. 
% Am I not,” thought ſhe, © deſtroy- 
ing my own peace, to promote Mr. 
Montague's? and the return I meet 
with, is ſtiffneſs, formality, and diſ- 
tance, Yet theſe mortifications {hall 
not cancel what I owe him.“ In this 

YoL T3. frame 
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frame of mind ſhe thought Lady Hale- 


borough had acquieſced. too readily 


with her propoſition of going to the 
cottage, and imagined Lucy and every 
other member of the family was leſs 
cordial to her than ordinary ; but the 
gloomineſs of her own mind repre- 
ſented their behaviour through a falſe 
medium. At ſuch moments who is 


Proof againſt the power of dejection, 


which tinctures every thing around us 
with bitters? When happy, we are 
perſuaded this is an imperfection at- 
tached to our natures—when wretched, 
we forget that we owe our being % in 
a great degree to this imperfection, 
for imagination paints our evils in in- 
finitely ſtronger colours than they actu- 
ally are. 


CHAP, 
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Wa 


6 Montague, according to 
— the promiſe he had given Louiſa, 
„ conſulted Mr. Abercrombie on the 
e ſubject of the letter he had in his 
pocket for his father's peruſal; this 


OP, 


1, good and diſintereſted friend, not- 
us I withſtanding the former entreaties and 
re arguments he had held with George, 
t- determined to blame him for his per- 
d, ſeverance in oppofition to his fa- 
in ther's deſire in the ſtrongeſt manner 
on poſſible, with the hope that his doing fo 
we would induce him to forego his inten- 


- tion of departing for India. He there- 
fore repaired to Cavendiſh-fquare in 
the morRing at an earlier hour than 
uſual, when he was ſecure that Wil- 
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liam was engaged at the Horſe-guards, 
as he was entering into the firſt regi— 
ment of foot, and that Mr. Montague, 
who loved late hours, would be ſtill 
in his bed. When he arrived he was 
not a little ſurprized to ſee Louiſa in 
her riding habit, and Lady Halebo- 
rough's poſt-chaiſe and four at the 
door, to the poſtillion of which Miſs 
Mathews was giving an order about a 
trunk. Abercrombie took Louiſa's 
hand, and an amiable preſſure convinced 
her he was ſorry ſhe was leaving the 
fimily. Her eyes proved that ſhe un- 
derſtood what paſled in his mind. He 
now kiſſed her hand with affection, for 
his feeling ſoul made language in ſuch 
| fituations ſuperfluous, and joined Lady WM + 
Haleborough at the breakfaſt table. MW he 
Louiſa remained without for a few mi- + 
nutes defignedly, fearing ſhe ſhould be 

| | ſome 
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ſome interruption to their converſation; 
as ſhe was the ſubject. Mr. Aber- 
crombie loſt no time in explaining the 
motives of his early viſit, which ſhe ap- 
plauded, and ſincerely wiſhed might. 
be attended with ſome change in the 
temper of George, whom they both 
pitied extremely. Though they blamed: 
him with their tongues, they acquitted 
him in their hearts. Lady Halebo- 
rough was charmed with Louiſa's mag- 
nanimity upon this very trying occa- 
ſion. She afſumed an eaſe which was 
not the inmate of her boſom with the 
view to ſpare her friend from a painful 
participation of her griefs—her ſecret 
prayer was, that George's appearance 
might not deſtroy her bravado forti- 
tude. She haſtened every thing by 
her preſence below ſtairs, and when the 
tears of the domeſtics. obtruded them- 


24 ſelves 
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{elves on her notice, ſhe retired, te 
wipe away, un/cen, the anſwering tear, 
which, in ſpite of her refolution, would 
not be controuled. Her friend and 
Lucy were perſuaded, that one tender 
ſentence would overturn all her hero. 
iſm, and therefore avoided any alluſion 
to regret, but as ſhe was doubtful of 
their motives, her heart was almoſt 
too big at the indifference with which 
they bade her write when ſhe had leiſure 
It was an honeſt kind of indignation. 
The look of diſappointment ſhe gave 
at receiving the ſentence convinced 
Lady Haleborough they adopted a 
wrong method. She ſaid, Let us 
not ſuppreſs our regret—Louiſa will be 
happier with knowing it is an affliction 
to us to be ſeparated from her, than in 
ſecing us counterfeit a fortitude we 
really don't feel.“ Lucy was not leſs 

tender, 
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tender, and Louiſa thanked - them for 
this ſeaſonable relief, as her heart was 
near burſting with anguiſh. They both 
aſſured her, that the friendſhip they 
felt for her was as ſincere as for each 


other—that they lamented Mr. Monta- 
gue's adherence toa raſh promiſe made 
to his friend without any previous re- 
flection, and attended with ſo many 
diſtreſſes to people he loved, but fin- 
cerely wiſhed, that time might enable 
her to reward Sir George Berkland 
who had every talent in the world to 
make her happy, and who loved her 


as ardently as their brother could poſſi- 
bly do. 


* 
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CHF 


TN URING this converſation, which 

the amiable trio held in the break- 
faſt room, Mr. Abercrombie was en- 
gaged in another, not leſs intereſting, 
at George Montague's bed-ſide, where 
he told him, that he was ſo headſtrong, 
ſo bent on his own deſtruction, that 
he ſhould now, for the laſt time, inform 
him, that Mr. Montague had received 
ſome intimation that he meant (if his 
father perſevered in his deſire) to go 
abroad. Heaſked me, ſaid Abercrom- 


bie, whether this was true? My reply 


was, © Your fon can give you better | 
information of his plans than any other 
perſon. Never truſt to hear-ſays, my 
dear 


\ 20, 
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dear Sir, when you can know for a cer- 
tainty by enquiring of George. I-can 
only ſay, he anſwered, that if George 
goes abroad clandeſtinely,. I ſhall con- 
ſider his brother William as his only 
ſon and heir. Your brother came into 


7 the room, and Mr. Montague repeated 
N this ſentence. William ſaid he ſhould- 
7, never enjoy a- good which of right be- 
re longed to his brother, and added, that 
g, upon his ſoul he pitied George. His 
at father ſeemed. warm at this ſpeech of 
m William's, and replied, © I don't doubt 
ed it Sir, I don't doubt it.'* As I had 
lis fortunately heard this: converſation 40 
g0 fore I brought out your confeſſional let- 
m- ter, you may be certain I ſuppreſſed it. 
ly I reſtore it to you, and for your ſake 
ter IM adviſe you to adopt ſome other con- - 
ner duct not derogatory to your intereſts 
my diſcard your India ſcheme—endeavour- 
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to paſs your hours quictly at your fa- 
thers—never begin the converſation 
about Lady Elenor, but when he does 
parry it with good breeding and tem- 
per. Was you locked up in a garret 
there might be ſome excuſe for trying 
to fly from your family and going to 
India, but at liberty in your perſon, it 
ſeems a perfect inſanity. I could 
ſcarcely treat 1t as ſerious before, Lady 
Haleborough aſſures me you are ear- 
neſt, ſo I come accordingly to preſcribe 
a little wholeſome advice. I am your 
friend, George, have no intereſt ex- 
cept the pleaſure of promoting your 
welfare to bias me, ſo act as you pleaſe. 
George ſaid hat was out of his power; 
if he was at liberty to act as he pleaſed, 
he would withdraw from Lady Elenor 
with a formal renunciation of any right 
or pretenfion to her. That was all he 


ſhould 
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ſhould ſeek for, he ſhould not then 
mention Miſs Matthews, but wait till 
a more favourable opportunity offered 
to win over his father to his wiſhes. 
That though he loved Louiſa with an 
undeſcribable affection, he ſhould not 
have ſolicited her hand till he had been 
enabled to make her a proper ſettle- 
ment, had not the urgency of the pre- 
ſent caſe made it appear as the only 
probable way of eluding Lady Elenor, 
by a prior marriage, which he firm 
ly believed his father would have for- 
given in the month. © Let my father 
leave me at liberty about this curſed. 
heireſs and her droſs, and I will not 
requeſt another favour at his hands.— 
For God ſake tell him what I ſay—uſe 
my own words. If he is ſtill inflex- 


üble, India is my reſource; there is no 


time to be loſt; the ſhip is ordered to 
E 6 the 
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the Downs on the 17th, and unleſs he 


changes, or Louiſa conſents to a pri- 
vate marriage (which would ſecure my 
negative whenever I was driven to give 
a final anſwer) I mean to go, ſo help 
me God.“ © You have faid enough,” re- 
plied Abercrombie, “ I certainly ſhall 
not attempt to diſſuade you after ſo ſo- 
lemn an aſſeveration.— I have nothing 
further to ſay.” 

He returned home with the intention 
of one more tight attack with old 
Montague, though he was heartily fick 
of the buſineſs, as each party. was alike 
obſtinate, but an 1dea ſtruck him that 
Lady Elenor might perhaps aid George 
on ſuch an occaſion, if ſhe was but 
acquainted with the ſecret ſituation 
of his heart. He was by no means in- 
timate with her, but upon any oppor- 

unity, where he could eſſentially ſerve 


- 


a friend, 
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a friend, he got over this ceremonious 
obſtacle. He coned over his leſſon 
before he went, for fear he ſhould in- 
jure his friend by ſome unguarded ex- 
preſſion, when he fo aſſiduouſly wiſhed 
to ſerve him. He had yet to learn 
whether the lady was haughty or hum- 
ble, proud or condeſcending ; whether 
ſhe regarded George with affection or 
indifference; and almoſt feared his 
own powers of obſervation would. 
prove deficient in diſcovering the va- 
rious ſprings and movements, intricate: 
windings and receſſes, of a faſhionable: 
lady's heart. For in this rank of life. 
beauty ſcarcely encreaſed the difficulty, 
as all the toniſh belles are perſuaded: 
they poſſeſs this myſterious charm 
though their glaſſes give many of them. 
an hourly contradiction. 
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CHA. 


E had left his name at Lady Ele- 
nor's door ſome half dozen of 
times on the preceding winter, and re- 
ceived as many invitations to her ſplen- 
did aſſemblies ; but theſe ſort of meet- 
ings do not give a man much opportu- 
nity of becoming acquainted with any 
trait in the character of the viſited 
Lady, except whether ſhe has taſte in 
the decoration of her apartments, or 
ſpirit in the ſum of money ſhe ventures 


on the chance of a card. He was ex- 
tremely embarraſſed how to proceed, 
her particular friends, Lady Suſan For- 


reſter, and Lady Frances Newton, were 
both 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 89 
both intimate with his nieces, the Miſs 
Abercrombie's, and he imagined a little 
information from them of the Lady's 
diſpoſition would enable him to pro- 
ceed with better ſucceſs. To the firſt, 
his near neighbour he accordingly went, 
and found this elegant piece of faſnion- 
able langour in a ſort of yawniſh lounge, 
upon a ſopha in her dreſſing room. She 
ſaid, ſhe had juſt returned from Hyde 
Park where ſhe had been compelled to 
ride by that horrid monſter the Duke of 
Portman, in the very exceſs of heat and 


duſt. © Conceive, dear Abercrombie— 


conceive me the moſt delicate woman 
12 nature, undergoing the fatigue and 
nonſenſe of his inſipid converſation— 
becauſe my Lady Ducheſs had made 


this abominable party. I'm quite ſick 


of it believe me.“ 
Wb 
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90 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
«© Why?” replied Abercrombie, © all 


the world ſeemed to be there.“ 


Not a living creature quite a miſ- 
take - not a ſoul.” _ 

* That accounts for your ennui, my: 
good Lady; but at what hour did you 
go? For I perceived quite a crowd as: 
I rode through Knightſbridge, at one. 
oxbck.!* . , 

*© One &clock ! I was not up at that 
hour, Lady Berkland's ball. was not 
over till five—it was three when I got: 
to the Park, and when I ſay there was: 
nobody, I mean none of our ſet. Oh, 
for numbers, there was a little half 
million; but who, what, and whence: 
they came, God knows.“ 

„Was Lady Elenor tempted to * ſet 
the world on fire!” 

« If this little feat was in her power, 
I doubt. not her inclination: Heaven 

| help 
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p you 2 


help the woman I believe ſhe thinks . 

herſelf another Helen.” 4 : 

« What, by ſtanding a ten years | f 

ſieg s > © i 

« Oh! that, Mr. Abercombie, is i 

quite a report. I have ſome reaſon for . 
: thinking Lord JohnPortmannever made | 
; her the offer—exceeding good reaſons.” 1 
| « I did not allude to Lord Joh, E 4 
5 meant Montague.” 1 
5 Montague -I believe Montague A 
x likes her; he feeds her vanity, and, to- 1 
7 be ſure ſhe is (entre nous), rather given to 9 
| this foible. As long as Lady Elenor has: 3 
+ but a tribe of admirers, ſhe don't care 4 
of what colour, religion, or nation— q 

Jews, Turks, and Gentiles, if they will | I 

tr but bow before her ſhrine, are alike 4 
welcome.” | | 
„ou are ſevere, Lady Sufan—have 1 
n ſome little mercy for God's ſake ; ſhe's 3 
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your friend, Is Montague the favour- 
ed ſwain, think you?“ 

« Oh, tam not in Lady Elenor's 
confidence, I aſſure you : that he a- 
dores her, is as manifeſt as the ſun at 
noon-day.” 

« Do you think ſo?” 

« Think fo! have I my eyes? He 
has every ſymptom in the world; a 
child may ſee his embaraſſment when 
ſhe is preſent—his abſence—his ſilence, 
in ſhort, half a thouſand little oddities, 
which you, vain creatures (though ſuch 
maſters of arts) cannot hide from our 
penetrating eyes.“ 

«© Lady Suſan Forreſter muſt have 
ſo many opportunities of detecting theſe 
ſycophants, that I dare not conteſt the 
point.“ 

4 Your moſt obedient. Mr. Aber- 
crombie is always gallant ; what a ſad 
thing 


fe. 


r 
ad 


ng 
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LOUISA MATHEWS, 93 
thing this affair of the duel is in its con- 
ſequences. Poor dear Bellhammond 
is, I fear, a cripple for life. I went 
with Miſs Eglinton his niece to viſit 


him, and I proteſt his Wan quite 
ſhocked me.“ 


« Do you pity him?“ Surely you 


forget that he deſerved a thouſand 


times more than he received.” 
“ To be ſure, as you ſay, he brought 


it upon himſelf, but yet there are many 


cauſes; the young woman was in a low 
way of life, and becauſe ſhe had ſome 


little ſhare of beauty, and was old 


Montague's protege, the world thought 
it mighty fine to defend her, while 
had ſhe been plain, the Hector who 
challenged Lord Bellhammond would 
have left her in his quiet poſſeſſion, I 
am thoroughly perſuaded, Neverthe- 
leſs, I certainly pity her, but had ſhe 


been 
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been plain there would have been no 
rout about her.“ 

«© fear ſo. Beauty is that charm, 
which, by ſtriking our eyes, engages us 
to ſeek a further acquaintance with its 


poſſeſſors. The illuſion is fo power- 


ful, that our ſenfes continue to deceive 
us in ſpite of ourſelves, but this is ſel- 
dom, for Nature is ſo perfe& in her 
works, that ſhe generally deſtines an 
amiable mind to a beautiful frame. Had 
Miſs Mathews, however, been plain, I 
am convinced that though thoſe: hor- 
rible monſters called lovers would not 
have diſturbed her, yet that ſhe had 
had friends in A aan to her extra- 
ordinary merit.“ 

©. I hear a very good character of 
her. Except Lady Elenor Palming- 
ton, who deteſts her, I don't know a 


foul who n ſlightingly of her.“ 
« What 
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„ What injury has ſhe done Lady 
Elenor, in the name of wonder ?—ſtole 
her lovers? been praiſed for a finer 


complexion, or ſhape? or admired for 


a more graceful minuet ?”? 

«© What a conſequential ſtring of 
injuries you have ſelected!” 

« For female injuries, theſe are the 
greateſt poſſible ones !—injuries that 
the moſt amiable of your ſex find it 
diſfcult to put up with, and the gene- 
rality of women __— through their 
lives.” 

Well ſaid, Mr. Abercrombie, I 
find the moſt amiable in your opinion 


are not the generality.” 


Where would be the accent 
admiration, you, Madam, receive from 
mankind, if all women were like you! 
It is the ſcarcity enhances the value.“ 

* 1 never reliſh a compliment paid 

me 
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me at the expence of my ſex; but I 
forgive you in 216 name, for I am con- 
vinced you are now paying off the cru- 
elty of ſome former charmer by this 
ſevere ſarcaſm. I am ſure, Mr. Aber- 
crombie, you are quits with the lady.“ 

c That is ſome comfort; for I fear 
I can never be even with your Lady- 
ſhip ; you think Lady Elenor Palming- 
ton likes Montague, Lady Suſan ?” 

« I never ſaid ſuch a thing; J don't 
believe ſhe cares a halfpenny for him ; 
but the contiguity of their eſtates, 
which united, would be ſuperior to her 
hated neighbour's, has lighted up a ſpark 
of ambition which would lead her to 
marry deformity, I verily believe, to ac- 
compliſh it. The Cliffords and Palming- 
tons were always at daggers-drawing ; 
they are now rival beauties of equal con- 


ſequence in the ſame county, but an ad- 


ditional 
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ditional weight of five thouſand a year 
would turn the ſcale decidedly in Lady 
Elenor's favour.” 


8 « What intricate wheels put the fe- 
- male machine in motion! What will 
by ambition affect in the human boſom !”? 
Ty « Aſk your own ſex, they are more 
2 acquainted with ambition than women; 
3— if I perſonified Ambition, I ſhould 


make it maſculine; 1t 1s not feminine, 
Mr. Abercrombie, you cannot ſay that 
it is.“ 

© I am ſure of one thing—it is 


not neuter, he replied, as he made his 
bow. 
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. 


rn ſuch a lively trifler as Lady 
Suſan, he could not implicitly 

rely upon her opinions, though he h 
thought what ſhe ſaid on the ſubject of 
rivalſhip between the Clifford's and 
Palmingtons had ſome probability in 
it ; but from Lady Frances Newton he 
hoped to glean more information ; ac- 
cordingly he haſtened away to Port- 
man-ſquare, where he found her in- 
ſtructing her nieces the Miſs Leighs in 
drawing, an accompliſhment ſhe par- 
ticularly excelled in, and encouraged in 
them, as it was a perpetual ſource of 

| amuſement to a family of the domeſtic 


turn, which ſhe anxiouſly wiſhed the 
girls 


. 
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girls to be, from the unhappy example 
their mother had given, that a vacant 
unfurniſhed mind is the certain road to 
ruin. Her Ladyſhip's brother-in-law, 
Sir Walter, was now ſeeking a divorce 
from the indiſcreet Lady Mary, and 
had placed his four girls under the pro- 
tection of their aunt, during the ſale of 
his houſe and effects, after which the 
whole party. propoſed going for 'two 
years to Bruſſels. | 

« It is rather a fingular fight,” ſaid 
Abercrombic, © to ſee a young and 
beautiful woman giving inſtruction to 
her nieces at home, at the expence of 
her admirers abroad.? | 

© Diveſted of the zeceſſity for this at- 
tention to the dear girls,“ ſhe replied, 
* I cannot conceive a more pleaſing 
occupation than in inſtructing the in- 
fant mind, and I often wonder that 
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mere ſelfiſnneſs, which is ſuch a pres 
vailing principle, does not tempt mo- 
thers in general to be the governeſles 
of their own children.“ 


% The modern mode of 1 


makes them very ill calculated, Lady 


Frances, for this employment. If thoſe 
women, to whom the charge of the ri- 


ſing generation is now ſo generally com- 
mitted, have no warmer intereſt than 


emolument in making their pupils ami- 


able, yet the pupils have eſcaped the 
contagion of diſſipated example, by 
abſence from home. Tis a ſhocking 
thing ro ſay, but *tis fact—deſcribe the 
inſide of all the houſes of our acquaint- 
ance, you will find an univerſal licen- 


tiouſneſs prevail through all its ranks, 


with very few exceptions.” 
* I am ſorry to ſay that your remark 
is true,” ſaid Lady Frances, © it owes 
its 
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its being ſo to the uncultivated minds 
of the women, who, if they marry men 
of ſenſe, are not rational companions 
for them, which leads them into pre- 
judicial ſociety oftener than they other- 
4 wiſe would go; and if they are united 
© WM to fools, they are led away by example, 
nnd no pleaſure in any thing at home, 
- I purſue every inſignificant trifle that has 
n power to engroſs their minds, and drive. 
- away an intruding ennui, though they 
e know they muſt end their career with 
Jy embarraſſed fortunes and ruined health.“ 

Abercrombie perceived that Lady 
Frances had engroſſed the attention of 
her young auditors to every word ſhe 
had uttered, and had not the hour re- 
minded him that he had a great deal 
to do in a little time, he would have in- 
dulged himſelf in a converſation much 
more ſuited ta his turn pf mind than 
Fi the 
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| the frivolous ones he was obliged to 
v enter into with the generality of faſh- 
| ionable young women, though he had 
| ſome happy exceptions to this neceſſity 
in three or four noble families, and in 
the young people at home, whoſe minds 
this worthy uncle had cultivated with 


the affection of a parent, and ability 


| of a preceptor. 

5 : + 

; He forgot not his principal errand, 
0 | : « . . 

| however, and therefore introduced what 


would lead to the ſubject. © Have 
you,” faid he, © read the long liſt of in- 
tended weddings in to-day's paper?“ 

* No, I have not. The papers are 
not particularly pleaſant to Sir Wal- 
ter Leigh or me at this time, and I 

have not looked into one for an age. 
Pray is Lucy and the Marquis on the 

| Iſt ?—George Montague and Lady Ele- 

; nor Palmington?“ 


cv 


« _ 
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Ihe firſt is, but of the latter pair 
not a ſyllable. Do you think that 
union is likely to take place? I know 
very little of Lady Elenor, but as I am 


ſo intimate with George, I really mall 


be obliged to you for ſome little inſight 


into her character.“ 


Upon my word, it is a very diff. 


cult thing to deſcribe a woman, who, 
like lady Elenor, varies every hour. 


She has very good parts if they had 


been properly attended to, but loſing 


her mother at fo early an age ſhe has 
never been corrected; ſhe has a thou- 
ſand whims and caprices, which create 


her perpetual uneaſi neſſes, but in the 


main has a good diſpoſition as far as I 
ſee. I am not a real judge of her, 
though we are frequently together.” 
Do you think that connexion will 
ever take place, Madam?” 
Tx « I have 
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Berkland's, who wiſely and humanely 


and intends going to Nice, but Wil- 


money.” 


« I have not a doubt, for Lady Ele. 


nor has promiſed the firſt living which 


drops in young Montague's gift to 
Jack Stanhope his couſin. He him- 


ſelf told it in a room full of company, 


You know more of your friend than 
I do, bur I think he has a very ſtrong | 
attachment elſewhere. That intereſt. MW 1 
ing charming girl who lives at his 'fa- W 
ther's, has, I am convinced, a very pow- I 
erful bias on his heart.“ 

« Is this your Mr hat Lady 
Frances? 

Not only mine, but Sir George 


gives up the purſuit. He is in a very 
indifferent ſtate of health, poor man, 


liam Montague deſigned going with 
him, till this unfortunate loſs of his 


« William 
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* William 1 loſs of mo- 
ney! When?“ 
« The night before laſt, he loſt at 


7, Mr. Arran entered the room, and ad- 
viſed him to go double or quits. He 
was averſe to this till the party over- 
K. perſuaded him, and he doubled his 


a- boſſes. It is the talk of the day, and 


nv. my intelligence is from the winner.“ 

« Iam very forry for it,“ faid Aber- 
crombie. © This vice is inherent” in 
William. Mathews and I have made 
up many breaches for him with his fa- 
ther formerly, but as I had not heard 
of this inclination to game lately, J 
had hoped it had quite ſubſided,” 


ſuit promiſes much regret to the Mon- 
tague family. His example has per- 
F 4 yerted 


Brookes's fifteen hundred pounds ; : When 


« I am ſorry to ſay Lord Halebo- 
rough's paſſion for this deſtructive pur- 
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106 LOUISA MATHEWS. 


verted William, to whom he lent mo- 
ney." 

believe Lady: Haleborough ts 
ſtill ignorant of it. Her father is ex- 


tremely concerned at the unneceſlary 
magniſicence of that houſe ; but as it 


is Lord Haleborough's ruling paſſion 
to make a ſplendid appearance, his 


wiſe has little power to controul it. She 
is far from extravagant herſelf, but the 
eternal round of diſſipation, dinners, 
balls, concerts, operas, &c. are alone 
ruinous, without gaming, which no— 
thing can ſtand.” The clock ſtruck 


four, which induced him to. make his 
bow, as he had to prepare for Mr. Mon- 
tague” s dinner to the Members of. the 


W hift Club. 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


HOUGH Mr. Abercrombie had 

fagged and fatigued himſelf all the 
morning, he had not made himſelf maſ- 
ter of Lady Elenor Palmington's cha- 
racter in the manner he wiſhed ; but as. 
, he was ſure he ſhould ſee her in the 
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e evening at Mr. Montague's, he truſted 
by he would gain fome ground in the | 
K courſe of converſation. The concern ö 
is he had received at this new folly of 


William's, and anger at Lord Hale- 
borough's forfeiture of a ſolemn pro- 
miſe, made before marriage, had effec- 
tually damped his ſpirits. He foreſaw 
the diſtreſſes this unfortunate propen- 
fity to gaming would involve the ami- 

611 able 


108 Loutsa Arias. 

able Lady Haleborough in, and proba. 
ably a young family, and though he 
tried to throw off theſe unpleaſing re- 
flections, which did the objects of it 
no ſervice, yet the natural ſenſibility 


of his mind put this wholly. out of hid 


Power. | 

Perhaps the generality of people 
who are profeſſedly admirers of Na- 
ture, and contend that ſhe will always 
have her way, would be aſtoniſhed to 
ſee her univerſal expulſion from people 
of a certain degree of rank. Mr, 
Montague had in the morning been 
informed for the firſt time of Wil- 
liam's imprudence, and the debt of 
honour he had contracted, which oc- 


caſioned his father extreme con- 


cern; they had a very unpleaſant con- 
verſation upon the ſubject, which end- 


ed with Mr. Montague's declaration, 


that 


hat 
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that he would not aſſiſt him upon ſuch 
infamous occafions. George and his 
father had long been on unpleaſant 
terms, and Lady Haleborough for the 
firſt time had ventured to remonſtrate 
with her huſband on the cruelty of 
lending William Montague money for 
ſuch a purpoſe. The family harmony 
had been confiderably deranged in the 
courſe of the day, but well-bred peo- 
ple live in a ſtate of perpetual difguiſe; 
the moſt acute obſerver would have 
believed that every member of the 
ſplendid board was in ample poſſeſſion 
of contentment, Lady Haleborough 
excepted, who pretended. a head-ache 
as an apology for her ſilence. A ſharp 
ſentence from a loved huſband (the 
firſt he had ever uttered to her) had 
incapacited her from enjoying the ele- 
gant ſociety her father's table aftordeg. 
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110 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
When Lady Elenor Palmington 
joined the. animated party in the eve- 
ning, for champaigne and burgundy 
had made every one of the men natu- 
rally ſo now, though they counterfeited 
before, becauſe they were well bred. A- 
bercrombie took his ſtation at her el- 
bow, and began a-diſcourſe which was 
amazingly intereſting to her the va- 
lue of the Clifford eſtate, and the pa- 
tronage the preſent owner poſſeſſed, 
which, though in fact very extenſive, 
Lady Elenor reduced by h argument 
to a very inſignificant income. He 
perceived ſhe was not proof againſt 
prejudice, and therefore he rather en- 
creaſed that propenſity, by defending 
the Cliffords, in order to bring her to 
ſome more deciſive ſpeech, in which he 
might diſcover ſome of her future 
plans and purpoſes. At length his 
par- 


do 
11S 
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pardonable arts were fucceſsful, for he 


ſaid, “ after all, the Cliffords are the 


firſt people in point of patronage in 
the county.” © Poor creatures,“ re- 


plied Lady Elenor, ** this ſuperiority 


I believe will be very ſhort-lived.” 
Nothing further was wanting to con- 
vince Mr. Abercrombie that the lead. 
ing principle in the ſpeaker's heart was 
ambition. He defpaired of doing 
George a ſecret ſervice with her, and 
entirely abandoned the ſcheme. 
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112 LOUISA MATH EWS. 


CHAP. AHL 


ADY Haleborough, in the morn- 
ing airing which conveyed Louiſa 
to Mrs. Goodricke, had opened her 


heart very fully to this amiable girl, 


and confeſſed to her, that ſhe daily 


perceived her huſband was returning 


to the diſſipated ſet he had foreſworn 
on their marriage ; that dangerous as 
the experiment was, ſhe thought it a 
duty required at her hands, to remon- 


ſtrate with them, and that the irreſo- 
lution and apprehenſion which had be- 


ſet her, had made her extremely un- 
well. © Other events,”” ſaid Louiſa, 
« have hurried you alſo, but be aſſu- 


red, 


11a, 


red, 
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red, Lady Haleborough, that I never 
will, till the requeſt comes from you, 
be the wife of your amiable brother. 
I fay this to make you perfectly ſecure 
of my determination.” This re- aſſu- 
rance did away one of the loads which 
weighed down the heart of the Count- 
eſs, who promiſed Louiſa to give her 
information, from time to time, of 
George's affairs, and ſhe hoped his re- 


turn to his duty. 


Some days had now clupſed without 
any material event having happened, 
except that Mr. Montague had, upon 
William's declaring his regrets, and 
promiſing 70 /n no more, paid the three 


thouſand pounds he loſt at play, or 


rather advanced it; for he aſſured his 
ſon, he ſhould receive only the remain- 
der of twelve thouſand pounds at his 
death; but as the preſent pleaſure was 

almoſt 
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114 LOUISA MATH EWS. 

almoſt unexpected, he truly enjoyed it 
without ſuffering this remote puniſh- 
ment to damp his ſpirits for the inſtant. 
George continued at the houſe, but an 
apparent gloom had taken entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of him. The day advanced 
when he was to quit not only his fa. 
ther's houſe and ſociety, but his friend- 
ſhip and affection for ever; for Mr. 
Montague had again repeated his ſo- 
lemn intention to fulfil the wiſh of 
Lord Palmington. There appeared to 
be no reſource, and he acccrdingly 
wiſhed: to ſpare his friends and his 
ſiſters the pain of unſucceſsful remon- 
ſtrances, and parting. So ordering his 


man to pack up his things, and ſend- 
ing him with them to. Graveſend, he 
ſat down to form a farewel let er to his 
father, Lady Haleborough, and his 
adored Louiſa, To Akercrombre 
he 
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he meant to write from the Downs, 


where the ſhip was now waiting, in 
which he propofed encloſing the others 


(Louiſa's excepted.) To defcribe what 
he ſuffered at this employment of vrit- 


ing is utterly impoſſible. - He gave a 
looſe to the bitterneſs of anguiſh, and 
reſigned himſelf to his fate. - 


When the family were aſſembled to- 
gether, George, with an aſſumed chear- 
fulneſs, invited William Montague to 


go with him to Arran's at Epſom, 
which his brother was under the neceſ- 


ſity of declining, as he had promiſed 
the Marquis of Pearcefield to go down 
to Oxford early in the following morn- 
ing, an engagement George had pre- 
viouſly known ; but the deſire of giv- 


ing his friends the leaſt poſſible pain at 
his abrupt departure, had induced him 


to form a pretence for abſence a few 
days 
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116 LOUTSA MATHEWS, 
days before they diſcovered he was gone 
for ever. Even Lady Halebornugh was 
deceived by his manner, and the re- 
turning compoſure of ſpirits ſhe thought 
ſhe perceived in her loved brother's 
countenance. Mr. Montague had re- 
gained his former good humour at ſee- 
ing harmony. reſtored in his houſe, and ( 
believing that George would forbear | 
any further oppoſition to his wiſhes, i 
now he ſaw him ſo firmly determined. i 
he avoided the ſubject of Lady Elenor t. 
Palmington till his horſes were at the t: 
door, when, with a cordiat ſqueeze of © 
the hand, he informed his ſon, the law- E 
yers were now employed in forming the H 
ſettlements. ä wy cc 
The heart of George Montague was iſ *0 
1 filled with tenderneſs at the motion his fin 
3 father made to take his hand, but it I de. 
1 gave place to indignation when he heard 
. the 
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the laſt ſentence. He made no reply, 
but mounted his horſe, not for Epſom, 
but Graveſend, where he found his ſer- 
vant in waiting. They loſt ho time in 
5 joining the Indiaman, which had re- 
_ c.ived immediate orders for failing. He 
"1 put a letter into the poſt for Aber- 
ig crombie, incloſed in which were thoſe 
he had written and placed in his poc- 
ket-book in Cavendiſh- ſquare. To Lou- 
iſa he addreſſed a ſecond, conjuring her 
to remain fihgle till it was in his power 
to return to England, which he would 
certainly do the inſtant he heard Lady 
Elenor Palmington was diſpoſed of. 
He regretted, with the moſt poignant 
concern, that it was impoſſible for him 
to get to Mrs. Goodricke's before his 


deſignedly kept out of the way on the 
morning ſhe quitted the Square, as he 
found 


final departure; and added, that he 
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118 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

found the trial would be too exquiſite 
for him. He had wrote his laſt letter, 
and now endeavoured to mix with the 
company, who were to proceed on the 
ſame voyage, and to. make himſelf at 
leaſt not a diſagreeable or melancholy 


Companion. The ſhip was under weigh, 
the ſtrangers, who had attended their 
friends till the laſt minute, were taking WW i 
their leaves, when an expreſs came MW | 
from the India Houſe to wait further In 
orders, as the Company had received fc 
over-land expreſſes from the Govern. in 
ment there, which they propoſed an- 
ſwering by-the Indiaman. The 'pro- L. 
bable delay would be ten days at far- te 
theſt. fi £97, Ni : fer 
. | | th 
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. CHAP. XIV. 


bf W delight this infor- 
mation gave George, repaid him 

in ſome degree for the painful efforts 
he had made to ſuppreſs his wretched- 
neſs at not having ſeen his Louiſa be- 
fore they departed. He loſt no time 
in quitting the ſhip, and going to Mrs. 
Goodricke's, where the aſtoniſhed 
Louiſa was both pleaſed and diſtreſſed 
to behold him, though ſhe did not con- 
tels to George that ſhe had experienced 
the firſt emotion. EL 
She now exerted all her powers of 
perſuaſion. to induce him to return to 
town to, reſtore peace to his family, 
who, ſhe doubted not, were wretched, 
tho? 


AP. 
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tho' ſhe had not received a line from 
them in anſwer to two letters ſhe had 
written, and repreſented the conſe- 
quences of his father's reſentments in 
the ſtrongeſt colours; but George was 
unmoved in effect, whatever ſenſations 
he felt at the energetic entreaty of 
Louiſa to forge? her for ever. 

As the evening advanced, ſhe re- 
minded him with new zeal of the ne- 
ceſſity of his departure, and the im- 
propriety of his viſit, conjured him to 
return to town, and at leaſt to ſee 
Abercrombie before his final farewel to 
England ; but he had already beſpoke 
a bed at a farm houſe, within ten mi- 
nutes walk of Mrs. Goodricke's, and 
was inexorable to all her entreaties. 
her friend joined her in aſſuring him, 
e that there was cruelty in ſtaying in the 
country, as Mr. Montague would al- 

| ſuredl 


1 
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ſuredly believe Louiſa had given him 
improper encouragement, and even La- 
dy Haleborough, will imagine ſhe acts 
with duplicity ;** but every argument 
was vain, till the hour grew ſo late, 
that had he propoſed going, Louiſa 
£ Vould have been eloquent in perſua- 
ding him to retard his ride till the fol- 
lowing day. | 
After he had bid adieu for the night 
to the woman he adored more than 
ever, for the propriety of her conduct, 
and 1ectitude of her notions, though 
they directly militated againſt all his 
fondeſt wiſhes, which led him to urge 


_ er anew to conſent to a union. He 

mi rote again to his friend Abercrombie, 

and elling him of the delay, and his wiſh 

5 o know how his father had received the 
im, 


tter of information, but out of deli- 
acy to Louiſa he made his ſervant 
carry 


122 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
carry this letter to town, and ſend it by 
a porter, as he did not deſign he ſhould 
know from whence it was written- 
Louiſa employed herſelf alſo in wri- 
ting. She informed Lady Halebo- 
rough of his unexpected viſit, her in- 
effectual entreaties to return, and her 
regret that he was determined to ſtay 
in the neighbourhood, in ſpite of re- 
monſtrance “ perhaps, ſhe conclu- 
ded, © you can ſtill ſerve him with his 
father, or perſuade him to leave me to 
my deſtiny. . I will adhere to my ſa- 
cred promiſe—have no doubts of Lou- 
iſa.” The poſt had been long gone 
out, which made the delay of a day. 
This letter was the firſt intimation Lady 
Haleborough had received of her bro- 
ther's being at any other place than 
Epſom, for Abercrombie had learnt of 
the Indiaman's delay from the very 
Director 
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Director who had accommodated 
George, and had actually gone to the 
Downs to expoſtulate with him anew, 
He had not therefore given one of the 
letters, in the hope that this proof of 
his zeal and friendſhip would have an 
effect on his friend, and the Monrague 
family be ſpared the concern which 
they would certainly feel when they 
learnt that he had taken ſo deciſive a 
ſtep. Lady Haleborough requeſted her 
huſband to carry Louiſa's letter to A- 
bercrombie, and to join him and Wil- 
liam in going immediately to the ſhip; 
but Lord Haleborough knew Aber- 
crombie was already out of town, 
though ignorant where. He propoſed 
taking his wife and William Monta- 
gue, without loſs of time, to Mrs. 
Goodricke's, and repreſenting to 
George the certainty of his beirly diſin- 

Vol. III. G herited, 
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herited, as Mr. Montague had faid 
fome time ago, upon a ſuggeſtion of 
his taking French leave, and going 
abroad, that he ſhould, in hat caſe con- 
ſider William Montague as his only ſon and 
heir. This was agrecd to, and the car- 
riage ordered without loſs of time, 
When they got to Mrs. Goodricke's, 
the houſe was ſhut up-—not a ſoul there 
—they knocked, rang, &c. but not a 
creature anſwered. William ventured 
to lay a wager that his brother had 
taken Louiſa to Gretna Green, but 
Lady Haleborough was too well ac- 


quainted with the diſpoſition of Miſs 


Mathews to give a momentary credit 
to what appeared to her huſband to be 
far from improbable ; a little boy came 
running from a diſtant cottage, ſaying 
Mrs. Goodricke was at the farm at the 
end of the lane; they went, and found 

in 
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in the entrance of the houſe Louiſa in 
ſtrong convulſions, held by a man and 
two women, who told the aſtoniſhed 

cnquirers that they were occaſioned by 
a gentleman who was dying up fairs. 


A ſcream from poor Lady Halebo- 


rough, and © Good God” from Wil- 
liam, told George they were near him. 
He ſent Mrs. Goodricke down to ſhew 
them the way. The two gentlemen 
prevailed upon the Counteſs to remain 
below with Louiſa, who was in a'terri- 
ble way, till they returned, and obeyed 
George's ſummons. He gave them the 
following account—that at the expreſs 
command of Louiſa, he was mounting 
his horſe to go to Lord Haleborough's 
on the preceding evening at ſix o'clock 
—that he had taken his leave of Lou- 
iſa, and being giddy in his head at the 
inſtant, he deſigned to lead his horſe 

G 2 till 
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till it was better—at the bottom of the 
lane, however, he mounted, and ſeeing 
Louiſa ftand upon the Lench in Mrs. 
Goodricke's garden, he waved his white 
handkerchief as an adieu, which fright- 
ened the ſervant's horſe, who reared up 
againſt his, and inſtantly plunging 
acroſs the ditch, flung him, broke his 
arm and collar bone, and injured ſome 
blood veſſel, which the ſurgeon, at his 
expreſs entreaty, had acknowledged to 
be irreparable—that the bones were no 
reſet, as it would give him new pain 
and no art could ſave him. This news, 
too haſtily communicated this morning 
to Louiſa, is the cauſe of her malady,” 
ſaid Mrs. Goodricke, © we heard of 
the accident in five minutes. My poor 
girl behaved like a heroine till the ſur- 
geon unthinkingly told her there was 
danger.” The ſurgeons were in the 
neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood, and William was gone 
for them, while Lord Haleborough 
wrote a line to Abercrombie, with or- 
ders to relate George's fituation to his 
father, and to come down without loſs 
of time. Louiſa grew better, and re- 
collecting an internal medicine for 
ſtopping blood, whoſe effects are al- 
moſt inſtantaneous, ſhe entreated ſome 
perſon might be diſpatched expreſs for 
it. The ſervant was gone, but the poſ- 
tillion took her orders, and mounting 
one of the chaiſe horſes, loſt no time in 
bringing it down. George lay calm 

and compoſed, perfectly reſigned to 


. his fate, when his brother returned 
* with the ſurgeons, who found the arm 
of ſtill too much enlarged to attempt to 
ot ſet the bone, which was the real reaſon 
RY they had not done ſo before; they had 
as applied proper things to reduce it, but 
he 8 they 


od 
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they had not the moſt diftant hope 
that the internal injury could be ftop- 
ped—they again pronounced it as an 
impoſſible thing. 

Lord Haleborough, nevertheleſs, en- 


deavoured to give his wife hopes, 


which he did not himſelf feel, and ſee- 
ing Louiſa capable of receiving com- 
fort alſo, he offered to return with them 
up ſtairs, if they thought they could 
preſerve George from agitation at the 
intereſt they took in his misfortune. 
They both promiſed their utmoſt ex- 
ertions, and performed to a miracle, 
till the loſs of blood produced faintings 
in George, which became very fre- 
quent. When Louiſa found ſhe could 
not controul her agony of ſoul, ſhe 
| darted out of the room like lightning, 
and ruſhed to the bench in the garden, 
to give vent to her uncontroulable ſor- 
row, 
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row. At this inſtant ſhe ſaw her 
meſſenger return with the powders. 
All her fortitude came again to her 
aid—ſhe read the preſcription—took 
the proper quantity—mixed it, and 

„ re-entered the room, with the moſt 
animated hope on her heart. She 
gave Lord Haleborough the paper to 


read, while ſhe adminiſtered the cup 
to the lips of her lover, who was only 
, able to acknowledge his thanks, by 
s preſſing her hand to thoſe lips. She 
85 again retired, and with an earneſtneſs. 
5 of ſoul the aflited muſt feel, com 
8 mended her prayers to heaven. In 
by half an hour's time the amendment 
d was viſible. A new doſe, and ſome 
e panedo gave him ſtrength to ſay, 
25 *© he was ſure Louiſa had ſaved him.“ 
ls The ſurgeons were aſtoniſhed at the 
[= Gs ©. change, 
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change, and lamented that they ne- 


ver had known the value of the ſtip- 


tic. The bleeding was wholly ſtopped 
in the courſe of ſix hours. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP AV; 


ORD Halcborough was furpriſed 

at the length of time his ſervant 

ſtaid on his meſſage to Abercrombie. 
but ſuppoſed he had not returned to 
town, and regretted his ſtupidity at en- 
cloſing Mr. Montague's letter under 
his cover. Mr. Abercrombie, however, 
had returned to town from the Downs, 
and imagining it beſt to tell old Mon- 
tague at once, and let him act for him- 
ſelf. He had gone to Cavendiſh-ſquare 
to acquaint him with what he had done. 
George's abſence from the ſhip, and his 
ignorance of where he was gone to, as 
well as his conjecture, that the cottage 
was the moſt protable place, as he 
3 might. 
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might wiſh to take a parting farewell of 
the woman he loved. 

Mr. Montague was extremely exaſ- 
perated at this intelligence, and declar- 
ed he would never behold his face 
again ; that he ſhould certainly take the 
conſequences of ſuch a diſobedient con- 
duct, by loſing any poſſeſſions of his; 
that William Montague from that hour 
was his only ſon and heir, and that no 
conſideration on earth ſhould tempt 
him to alter his reſolution. At length, 
however, he aſked Abercrombie to go 
with him directly to Epſom, as he was 
certain that was the place to find him 


in, where he would even then forgive 


him the paſt, provided he would in- 


ſtantly return to his duty, ſign the mar- 
riage articles, and lead Lady Elenor 
Palmington to the altar. In conſe- 
quence of this journey to Epſom the 

| ' ſervant 
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ſervant remained in town till their re- 
turn. | | 

Mrs. Goodricke's cottage accommo- 
dated Lady Haleborough at night, but 
as Mrs. Goodricke and William Mon-? 
tague continued at the farm, Louiſa 
ſaw no impropriety in ſtaying there alſo; 
the bones were all ſet on this even- 
ing, and the ſurgeons entertained! 
hope that they ſhould preſerve him 


: from a fever. which they had ſome 
C reaſon to apprenend would increaſe. A. 
K new diſtreſs now aroſe by the ſudden: 
K indiſpoſition of the Counteſs, who was 

prematurely brought to bed of a ſtill- 


born ſon, from the affliction ſhe had 
known on her brother's account ; every- 
poſſible accommodation was procured, . 
and a diſpatch ſent to Lucy Montague 
to come down, and bring ſome of her 
ſiſters attendants. Louiſa's attention 
was divided between the two - houſes ; . 


G6, OE 
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poor Mrs. Goodricke was ſo infitm 
that ſhe only ſerved as a ſanction for 
Louiſa to attend her lover, who had 
perſuaded his brothers to try their in- 
fluence over Lady Haleborough, who 
could prevail with Miſs Mathews to 
aſſent to a union nw; they kept the 
Counteſs's confinement from her bro» 
ther, for fear he ſhould reproach him- 
ſelf ſeverely with being the cauſe of her 
misfortune. The tender affection which 
Louiſa had ſhewn to this Lady, at a 
moment when the health of her lover 
ingroſſed all her heart, and the promiſe 
of George to remain in England if Miſs 
Mathews could conſent to be his, over- 
came Lady Haleborough's former reſo- 
lutions. She joined with her huſband 
and brothers in entreating Louiſa to 
yield to their wiſhes; and reminded 
her, that ſhe formerly ſaid, “ She would 


never become his wife, unleſs Lady Hale. 
borough 
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Borough aſked it.” She now did ſo, and 
ſhould confider her as the only means 
of reſtoring George to happineſs, and 
his friends. | | 
Abercrombie had returned to his 
own houſe, and found Lord Halebo- 
rough's letter, which brought him in- 
ſtantly down. to the cottage. He made 
no oppoſition to the match, as Mr. 


Montague had ſolemnly renounced his 
ſon, and therefore he was at liberty to 


do as he pleaſed. Though the father 
came conſtantly to ſee Lady Halebo- 
rough, he never once came near the 
dwelling of George, which threw him 
ſo far back, that all their fears for his 
life were again afloat. On the change 
for the better he begged his brother-in- 
law's chaplain might procure a ſpe- 
cial licence, and make his appearance 
as ſoon as poſſible, for the idea of 
Louiſa's being irrevocably bis, would 

| 40 
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do more towards his recovery than all 
the medicine and ſurgeons in England. 
Three days intervened between the re- 
queſt and accompliſhment of ir. Lord 
Haleborough wiſhed to avoid giving 
offence to Mr. Montague, as well as 
William did; and accordingly Mr. 
Abercromhie gave her away to her 
lover, who was ſupported with pillows 
upright in his bed, while the chap- 
lain performed the ceremony, George 
being previouſly made acquainted with 
the cauſe of his ſiſter's abſence. 

Three weeks paſſed after this union 
before Lady Haleborough was able to 
return to town.; my Lord had been 
frequently there during her. confine- 
ment, and had again very deeply in- 
volved himſelf in play. A freſh mort- 
gage on the family eſtate, and the ſale 
of, his ſtud was tranſacted with great 

Privacy, , 
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privacy, to free him from the debts of 
honour he had incurred. The dread 
of Mr. Montague's hearing it was great, 
as though he had given ten thouſand 
pounds down at the marriage of his 
daughter, he had promifed as much 
more at his death, provided my Lord 
adhered to his promiſe of forſaking the 
gaming table. 


CHAP. 
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CH APV. 


R. Montague was inflexible when 
he heard from Lady Halebo- 
rough the explanation of every thing ; 
Louiſa's blameleſs conduct, and every 
poſſible extenuation of her brother's 
conduct was urged, but without any 
effect. William Montague was now at 


full liberty to confeſs his particular 


regard for Lady Elenor Palmington, 
who had long ſeen his partiality ; and 
had her ambition been lulled, would 


have given him the preference to his. 


brother, from the time of their return 
from abroad. She now ſaw the ac- 
compliſhment of her deareſt views, and 
without heſitation acknowledged a re- 
gard. 


oy DW ad 


y—_ .Q 
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gard ſhe had long felt, but tried to 
ſuppreſs, as William had kept her in 
doubt of his ſentiments ; for ſhe aſſured 
him the proper diſpoſal his father had 
now made of his fortune, did not in- 
fluence or bias her heart in the ſmalleſt 
degree. William informed his father 
with infinite pleaſure of the reception 
his ſuit had met with, and preparations 
were accordingly made for this ſplen- 
did union with all poſſible haſte. Mr. 
Montague promiſed his ſon two thou- 
ſand a year and ten thouſand pound, 
and all his poſſeſſions at his death, real 
and perſonal, when his daughters for- 
tunes were paid. Lucy and the Mar- 
quis waited only for the lawyers, and 
knowing Lady Elenor's acquieſcence 
with her brother's wiſhes, Miſs Mon- 
tague propoſed to her lover to poſt- 
pone the ceremony to the ſame day ; 

but 
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but the neceſſity of joining his regi- 
ment in Ireland made this compliance 


with her with impoſſible ; ſincerely at- 


tached to her family, ſhe felt all the 
diſtreſſes of parting with them, though 
ſhe went with an a: moſt dear to 
her heart. 

The Marquis, who with a thouſand 
follics, had effential good qualities, and 
no real bad ones, thought the preſent 
moment a favorable opportunity for 
urging ſomething in favor of George 
and of his moſt lovely, moſt amiable 
wife, but without effect. They were 
almoſt deprived of the neceſſaries of 
life by the continuance of Mr. Mon- 
tague's anger. George had only the 
pay of lieutenant, and the trifle he had 
faved of his father's liberal allowance 
for his pocket expences, the long ill- 
neſs, had ſwallowed up all. he poſſeſſed: 

his 
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his ſaddle horſes were fold, his ſervants 
diſmiſſed, and part of Louifa's ſeven 
hundred pounds ſold out of the funds 
to furniſh two rooms in Mrs. Good- 
riche's cottage. 

Whatever mortification he felt at the 
ſituation his father ſuffered him to re- 
main in, and the eaſe with which Wil- 


liam ſtepped into his honors he ſup- 


preſſed them; but he ſaw, notwith- 
ſtanding the virtuous deception, that 
Louiſa was ever reproaching herſelf 
with being the cauſe of privations to 
her loved huſband. The many tender 
regrets ſhe expreſſed whenever occa- 
ſion required it, were anſwered by the 
trueſt declaration of his heart, that he 
preferred poverty with her to all the 
riches his father poſſeſſed without Lou- 
iſa to ſhare them. Every day encreaſed 
his eſteem for a woman, who with every 

clegant 
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elegant acquirement in the world, ex- 
erted herſelf in the uſeful domeſtic du- 
ties of the houſe with an alacrity and 


pleaſure he had never witneſſed her to 


put forth at his father's, where every 


elegance courted her acceptance. 


But to return to the Marquis of 
Pearcefield—He was married at St. 
George's Church to Miſs Lucy Mon- 
tague, and they ſet forward immedi- 
ately after the ceremony for Ireland, 
from whence ſhe wrote her concern, 
that ſhe could. not accompliſh a ſecond 
interview with her brother and ſiſter 
at the cottage, previous to her depar- 
ture, and encloſed a hundred pound 
bank bill, with a requeſt that Louiſa 
would accept it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII 


YEORGE had recovered all his 
complaints, and eaſily reconciled 
himſelf to perform his part of the fa- 
mily-labour, by attending to the gar- 
den in a very ſkilful manner, which not 
only afforded them vegetables for their 
table, but health, employment, and ſa- 
tisfaction to him. Mrs. Goodricke he 
treated as the mother of Louiſa, and 
with one ſervant maid for all their 
wants, they ſpent near a twelvemonth 
together in enviable peace, when poor 
Mrs. Goodrickepaid the debt of nature, 
and a nephew whom Louiſa had never 


heard her mention came to take poſſeſ- 
ſton of her effects. 


William 
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144 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
William Mountague had been mar- 
ried ſome time, and tho” only diſtant 
from London, fifteen miles, he had con- 
trived to frame civil excuſes to his bro- 
ther George, for not getting leiſure to 
ſee him. The fact was, Lady Elenor 
Montague bore Louiſa the moſt invete- 
rate hatred. The preference George had 


given Miſs Mathews was a crime of ſo 
heinous a nature, that ſhe was for ever 


diſtreſſing her huſband, by mean inſi- 
nuations of him, and abuſe of his wife. 
At firſt William conteſted the point 
but frequent repetitions, ſulks, offen- 
ces, and ſneers, rendered theſe conver- 


ſations ſo diſtreſſing that he avoided 


them; and at length the bare enquiry 
after Mr. and Mrs. George Montague 
from a viſitor ereated unpleaſant ſenſa- 
tions to William. He nevertheleſs re- 
garded his brother, and unknown to his 
Fro wife, 
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wife, ſent him many acceptable pre- 
ſents, ſuch as wine, game, and ſome 
pieces of muſlin for Louiſa. At firſt 
George's ſpirit rejected the gift as com- 


ing from an uſurper; but the gentle- 


neſs of his wife's diſpoſition calmed 
him to peace. She dwelt upon Wil- 
liams's noble conduct to his father, in 


ſaying he never could enjoy, what in 


juſtice was his brother's, and vindicat- 
ed him from all faults, * if his father is 
determined to make him his heir, is 
William to blame? With this impe- 
rious wife he is prevented from being 
more kind; but this is the earneſt of 
what your brother would do, was the 
power equal to the inclination;“ the only 
difference of opinion they ever main- 
tained was upon this ſubject, 

When Mrs. Goodricke's nephew 
came down, he not only took poſſeſ- 


ſion 
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fion of his aunt's effects, but of the fur- 
niture which George and his wife had 
purchaſed upon their marriage ; and 
upon George's abſolute refuſal to de- 
liver them up, they were preſented with 
a bill for board and lodging, during the 
time they had lived in the cottage. 
Young Montague proteſted that no 
conſideration in the world ſhould tempt 
him to comply with ſo infamous a de- 
mand. His perſeverance in this de- 
termination produced an arreſt, which 
Louiſa immediately informed Aber- 
crombie of: he came down, bailed his 
friend, and adviſed him by all means to 
puniſh the infamous attorney employ - 
ed in the affair. In poor Louiſa's diſ- 
treſs of mind, ſhe wrote to Lady Hale- 
borough, whoſe father had forbid her to 
go to the cottage, and requeſted her to 
diſſuade George from conteſting the 
point, 


% 


7 
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point, as ſhould he loſe his cauſe, they | 


muſt be abſolutely undone. Mr. Aber- 
crombie was going abroad directly, and 
ſhould any thing happen in his abſence 
they had no reſource. 


Lady Haleborough replied to this 


letter, with lamenting, that ſhe had it 
not in her power to contribute to the 
eaſe and comfort of her loyed brother 
and ſiſter in a greater degree: © there 
are a thouſand things I could ſay to my 
deareſt Louiſa,”” ſaid ſhe, that I dare 
not commit to paper; never mention 
hearing from me, or 1f you ſhould ſee 


me, which is not impoſſible, keep your 


friends ignorant of it: I will give you 


my reaſons for it when we meet.“ A 
ten pound note, with a regret that ſhe 


had little in her power, accompanied. 
this affectionate letter. Louiſa and 
her huſband were ſhocked at the me 


Vor. III. 2 i lancholy 
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lancholy which pervaded- theſe few 


lines, and waited in their new abode 


(the farm) where he was originally con- 


fined in his illneſs, till ſuch time as this 


promiſed viſit took effect. 

_ George made very frequent excur- 
ſions to town to promote his intereſt in 
the army, but a d;/nberited ſon found 
the tide of rapid promotion he expect- 
ed while in his father's favour, had 
wholly retired. He called always at his 
brother's ſplendid manſion, in Port- 
man-ſquare z and when he did ſee him, 
upbraided him with unkindneſs and 
want of brotherly affection, without 
ever glancing at Lady Elenor's conduct. 


William found the juſtneſs of the re- 


proach, and aſhamed at his heart for 
being governed by a woman in ſo im- 
perious a manner, he determined to 
throw off the ſhackles of reſtraint he 


had 


) 
© 
al 
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had hi therto known, and aſſert a pro- 


per ſpirit in defending his family. He, 


however, only thought this, for he never 
ſaid any thing like an apology to his 


brother, but ſo earneſtly preſſed, and at 


length entreated him to ſtay dinner, 
that at laſt he complied. | 
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HA Pc - AVI 


WI E N Lady Elenor made her 

appearance, ſhe put on a ſmile, 
alked how long he had been in town ? 
Whether his wife was brought to bed, 
which crimſoned her huſband's face 
with vexation, and George's with in- 
dignation ; that ſiſters lived upon ſuch 
terms as to imagine ſuch an event 
could happen, without all the family 
knowing it; at this time Lady Elenor 
determined, if the could to create words 
between the brothers, fulſomely civil 
to George herſelf, ſhe ſought the oppor- 
tunity of bringing it about. After din- 
ner ſhe ordered a ſcrvant to go to Ca- 
vendiſh-ſquare, with her love to Mr. 


? Montague, 
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Montague, and ſhe was ſorry ſhe could 
not wait on him that evening. After 
the ſervant had got halfway down the 'Y 
ſtairs, ſhe rang, © John,” ſaid her La- =_ 


dyſhip, © Don't mention that Mr. il 


George Montague is here, I deſire. 1 


„J hope,” ſaid ſhe, © that will prevent At 
its reaching his ears, for you know, my 7 
dear William, he mzg#/ take it unkind, | 1 
if he knew your brother gave us the 
pleaſure of his company.” William 


really ſuffered, and George out of com- 7 
paſſion to him ſmothered the ſpecch 1 
which ſtood on his lips. After another 4 

half hour's converſation, which was 1 

ſpent below ſtairs for fear of leaving 1 

the brothers alone, her huſband beg- 1 | 

ged her to make tea, and ſend them [ 

word when it was ready. - 7 I 

| When his wife had departed, Wil- 4 
: liam took his pen, and wiote a draft 9 
13 upon 3 
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152 LOUISA MATHEWS». 
upon his banker of a couple of hundred 
pounds, payable to George; and after- 
wards gave him a twenty pound note 
out of his letter-caſe, to give to Louiſa 
for a chriſtening- cap for her child. He 
made, in theſe ſilent acknowledgments 
more than amends for the coldneſs 
George had accuſed him of; and at 
parting, he told his brother that he 
would undoubtedly take his dinner 
with him on the child's name-day. I 
don't know how it is, George—buſi- 
neſs—a thouſand things. I cannot get 
a day for the country.” But the awk 
wardneſs of theſe apologies explained 
the cauſe of difficulty to be Lady Ele- 
nor Montague. 
Two days after George's return to 
his own abode, Lady Berkland and La- 
dy Haleborough ſurprized Mr. and 
Mrs. Montague by alighting at their 
door. 


LOUISA MATHEWS... 1853 
door. The firſt Lady was by no means 
a defirable gueſt, but as Sir George: 
Berkland had not had his rant and /a- 
ſhion diſgraced by marrying Mathetes's. 
girl, Lady Berkland (Louiſa's god- 
mother) was inclined to be civil to her 
again ; and enquiring of Lady Halebo- 
rough for a direQion to the cottage, 
the Counteſs told her, that ſhe ſhould 
like to attend her, though it muſt be ſe- 
cret, as her father would take it ex- 
tremely ill. George contrived to en- 


gage the old Lady to give the young 


one's an opportunity of an hour's con- 
verſation, in which Lady Haleborough 
told her, that not only William, but 


Mr. Montague and Lord Haleborough. 


were under the influence of Lady Ele- 


nor Montague. She had ſo thorough 


a power over the latter, that a thouſand 
- Expences were incurred, which, though 
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ihe lamented, ſhe. could not remedy. 


William was going headlong to ruin, he 


ſpent moſt of his time in a gaming- 


- houſe, and was now taking up money 
upon po/? obit bills. Lady Elenor's en- 
vy will not ſuffer me to remain in ſplen- 
dor, when , muſt contract her expen- 
ces. Acquainted with my huſband's 
weakneſs and paſſion for play, ſhe urges 
him to adhereto William at theſe tables 
as a check upon him. My father is 
charmed with the prudent precaution, 
and the dread of offending him, and 
injuring Lord Haleborough by a diſco- 


very of his own loſſes, withholds me 


from complaint. Gueſs, mydear Louiſa, 
at the ſhock I ſuſtained in finding two 


executions in my Lord's houſe, on my 


return from the Birth night ball. To me 
t1eſe things were ſo new, that they al- 


moſt killed me; to my huſband they 
| appeared 


— OF — 93 


© 
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appeared nothing; he ſettled the affair 


by applying to a money-broker,, but 
the conſequence we muſt feel through 


life. 


nate ſituation, almoſt as keenly as the 


did, but was happy to find that not- | 


withſtanding ſhe knew of his extrava- 
gance, ſhe ſtill continued ignorant of 


his connexion with an opera finger, 
who was of the moſt profuſe unprin- 


cipled turn in every ſenſe of the word. 
Lady Haleborough aſſured her fiſter, 
that ſhe came to ſeek her counſel and 
advice, how to proceed in reclaiming 
her huſband before it was too late, and 
to apologize for the cloſeneſs of her 
purſe to her dear George. My Lord 
denies me nothing, he is exceſively 
tender of me apparently, but eſſentially 
negligent of his family. Louiſa ad- 

H 5 | v4 


Louiſa felt her Ladyſhip's nen 
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156 LOUISA MATHE WW. 

viſed her to propoſe a country excur- 
ſion, and by making home as lively, 
chearful, and intereſting as poſſible, win 
him (without appearing to have any 
deſign) to give it the preference to any 
other purſuit. Believe me,” ſaid Lady 
Haleborough, I have ceaſed to ex- 
poſtulate.”” I now repent I ever flew 
to that reſource, but I conceived it to 
be my duty to ſave him if poſſible. 
The dejection viſible in Lady Halebo- 


rough's countenance however, had its 


riſe from the officious information of a 


friend, that Lord Haleborough kept a 
miſtrefs; but though ſhe inftantly re- 


pulſed the gentlemen who gave this un- 
welcome intelligence, with telling him, 
*ſhe believed it to be falſe, and deſired 
never to ſee his face again.“ She gave 
it the moſt ample credit, yet, not even 


to Louiſa would ſhe breathe a hint of 


her ſuſpicion. 


CHAT. 
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6: M F HM; 


HEN Louiſa had encreaſed the: 
* * domeſtic happineſs by the birth 


of a ſon, Lucy and. Lady Haleborough 


thought they ought again to. endeavour 


raiſing ſome affection in the boſom of 


its grandfather, and applied themſelves 


moſt aſſiduouſſly to the confideration of 


the ſubject. The Marchioneſs, ſtill in 
Ireland, wrote to Mr. Montague i and 
Lady Haleborough, who was in Suſſex, 


did the ſame, but he continued in the 


ſame inexorable frame of mind: The 
Marchioneſs of Pearcefield had in- 


formed her ſiſter, that though ſhe was 


perfectly happy, yet that her huſband. 
kept her almoſt bare of money; © In re- 
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158 LOUISA MATHEWS; 


card to myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, © it makes no 
difterence—tor I run in debt, and he 
pays it, but I have no power or hope 
of ſending gear George more than a 
paltry ten pound. God knows I would 
do much more if I had it in my power; 
as a proof of which I ſend a box of 
Iriſh linens for Louiſa and you to. di- 
vide between you. I wiſh I could 
make her ſome amends for the loſs of 
the cauſe to Mrs. Goodricke's nephew.“ 

Lady Eienor Montague added a ſon 
to the Montague family juſt in ſuffi- 
cient time for Mr. Montague, his grand- 
father, to ſee the child before his death, 
which happened on the very day fort- 
night after the infant's birth. Louiſa 
poſtponed the chriſtening of her little 
George till his uncle William could 
fulfil his voluntary promiſe of coming 
in perſon ; but the neceſſity of remain- 


ing 
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ing in town furniſhed him with an ex- 


cuſe Lady Elenor had teized and wor- 


ried him to make, till at laſt he wrote 
an apology in his own defence. 
George had determined to wait, 


(notwithſtanding he was much diſtreſſed 
for money) till his brother had ſhewn 


what part he propoſed acting by him, 
now the family eſtate was in his power 
—he had heard of poſt obit bills being 


granted, but he was ignorant that the 


beſt half of his father's eſtate: had al- 
ready been granted in this way. The 
unkindneſs his father had ſhewn him 


leſſened the concern he would have felt 


for his loſs, but his immediate wants, 
and the intereſting ſituation of his loved 
wife and ſweet child, drove him to 
write to his brother William within the 


month, who had as yet never addreſſed 


a line to him, As a week paſled with- 


out 
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out his receiving any anſwer, he went 
up to town, — ſaw not only his father's 
late reſidence in Cavendiſh Square, but 
alſo his brother's in Portman Square, 
put up to ſale; and upon enquiry, 
"learnt that Mr. Montague, Lady Ele- 
nor, and the child were all gone te 
Bruſſels for three years. The indig- 
nation he ſelt at his brother's conduct, 
was ſuch, as every perſon muſt- feel in 
his ſituation. Abercrombie was ſtill 
at Nice, and the numerous herd of ac- 
quaintance he had formerly known, 
had ſo effectually deſerted him upon 
his marriage and d://nheritance, that he 
determined to ſtruggle with his mis- 
fortunes, without explaining them to. 
the world. 


p ls CHAP. 


LOUIS MATHEWS. x64 


CHAP. XX 


2 


E bent kid ſteps . Lord 
Haleborough's,—here he found 4 

the moſt ſplendid preparations for = 
dinner; he was inſtantly taken to my 4 
Lord's Rudy, where there was other 
company whom he knew; and he en- 9 
deavoured to regain his compoſure by | | 
entering into converſation, but loſſes 7 
at Brookes's, —Horſes, and the Opera, 
were now ſubjects of ſo little intereſt 9 
with George, that he could not obtain | 
his purpoſe. Lady Haleborough ſent h 
down her love, and ſhe wiſhed to ſee | 9 
him in her dreſſing- room, when his 
brother-in-law laid,“ I have company, l 
George, but I ſuppoſe you will not be 
. tempted. . ll 
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162 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
tempted to quit your nurſery for it?“ 


This was no invitation, —diſtreſs makes 


the mind ſore, —he thought it was a 


ſtudied ſpeech to get rid of him. 
When introduced to his ſiſter, he found 
her looking more like a ſhadow, than 


a ſubſtance : late hours,” ſhe ſaid, did 
not agree with her, but my lord was 
ſo fond of them, that ſhe could: not 


avoid entering into them alſo; but her 


brother was well convinced, late hours 


alone, however prejudicial to health and 


complexion, could never effect the 


change he now witneſſed.” 


After a thouſand tender enquiries 
about Louiſa and the infant, they re- 
curred to William Montague, whoſe 
extraordinary conduct had diſtreſſed 
her amazingly. ©* You will be aſtoniſh- 


ed,” ſaid ſhe, © at his folly. Six months 


ago, it ſeems, Sir William Archer and 
| "A 
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he were talking about the probable en- 
creaſe of eſtates. —Mr. Archer's, his 
uncle's, was equal to my father's, they 
were both in want of caſh, -though they 
had deeply taken up money on poſt 
obits, when Sir William propoſed to 
bet old Archer's life againſt Mr. Mon- 
tague's, and the winner take both the 
eſtates, for which he ſhould now raiſe 
the loſer ten thouſand pound into the 
bargain, and cry quits for ever. The 
immediate preſſure for money, and the 
debts of honor which they owed, in- 
duced each to cloſe with the propo- 
ſition. Archer won, —procured him 
the ten thouſand pound of money len- 
ders, with which William paid his 
ruinous friends. The unfortunate death 
of my father jr has obliged him to 
decamp, and Sir William 1s now felling 
every thing. 1 think the heirs of each 


party 


i" 
2 
1 
þ 
þ 
TY 


1 
ö 


* 


r 


7G 


— 


* —— 
— E945 


— 
8 


164 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


party might iſſue ſtatutes of lunacy 


_ againſt them. However you will re- 


Joice that our ten thouſands are all 
paid by Sir William Archer. In the 
evening (for I truſt you will dine here) 
I will ſettle matters about hiring you 
all my gueſts for a couple of months, 
when 1 will puſh all my intereſt with 
the great to get ſomething for you, 
My father's prohibition, George, is my 


only excuſe for not doing this before. 
He excuſed himſelf from ſtaying dinner 


that day, from the ſecret conviction 


that his brother deſigned he ſhould 


not, but promiſed on the following 
morning to breakfaſt with her, and talk 


over her preſent kind plans to ſerve 


him. She bid him not be angry at an 
offer ſhe was aſhamed to make, but 
her finances were at ſo low an ebb-juft 


now, that ſhe could only ſend her little 


nephe W. 
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nephew that little piece of paper as 


an earneſt of her good intentions. 
George took it with thanks, for he was 


already beholden to the civility of his 
landlord, and this would diſcharge it. 


He went and ſhared a friendly dinner 


with Jack Stanhope, who had juſt come 
into the living Lady Elenor Montague 
had promiſed him; for all the prior 


engagements. were to be fulfilled by 


the fortunate winner. 

When the morning brought Mr. 
George Montague -and the Halebo- 
roughs together, they repeated their 
deſire to ſee both their brother and fiſ- 
ter their gueſts, and propoſed to George 


the taking a ſmall houſe at Iſlington, | 


Brompton, or elſewhere, contiguous to 


town, as they could then ſo frequently 
.get to each other. The cordiality of 
Lord Haleborough was now equal with 

| his 
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his wife's—he offered to lend him a 
hundred pounds, —his carriage ſhould 
bring up his family, and his cart ſhoyld 
convey their neceſſary baggage when 


the time arrived. George anticipated 


the pleaſure his Louiſa would reap from 
all this negociation, and accepted their 


offer of taking an early dinner with 


them on the following Monday, and 
returning to town in their poſt coach 


all together, 


The hours ſeemed more tardy than | 


ever while Louiſa was unacquainted 
with the friendly exertions now made 
by the Haleboroughs. Hope ſat para- 
mount on George's front, as he em- 


braced his loved woman, in the courſe 
of the evening, to whom he related 
every event the journey had brought 


to his knowledge. 


« Well!“ 


0 
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« Well!” ſaid Louiſa, * tho? fortune 
and ſplendour, the power of doing good, 
and the ſatisfaction reſulting from it, 
are the purſuits, the occupations, and 
rewards of your ſiſter: yet the pri- 
vation of theſe things occaſions me 
ant moſt ſincere enjoyment, the inti- 
mate knowledge of this eſtimable wo- 
man, our embarraſſments have brought 
forth all her virtues. This exquiſitely 


amiable ſiſter, who deprives herſelf of 


even neceſſary gratifications to ſerve 
us, has awakened the moſt grateful ſen- 
ſations in my heart. The bare feel 
alone, is worth a fortune. George was 
always charmed at the inclination he 
ſaw in his wife to elevate his ſiſters in 
his eyes—to make all the extreme in- 
conveniences ſhe experienced, a matter 


too trifling to be ſeriouſty thought of, 


and her unremitting endeavours to ſee 


every 
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every thing on its moſt advantageous 


fide, tho' in effect, ſhe acted with ſo 


much caution, in all her domeſtic ex- 
pences and affairs, that ſhe proved ſhe 
did not deceive herſelf, with the proſ- 
pects of obtaining independence, tho 
ſhe cheared and animated her huſband, 
by ſaying, © Riches could not make 
her more happy than ſhe was in po- 
verty, while poſſeſſing his eſteem and 
affection.” | 
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LL this whole week was ſpent in 
adjuſting their little baggage, and = 
diſcharging their debts, which were | 
indeed very few, as well as hiring a neat [ 
country girl, the farmer's daughter, to i i 
attend little George while ſhe ſtaid at 1 
her brother's; for hitherto ſhe had q 
wholly attended the child herſelf, and 4 
engaged the people at the farm to do i 
every thing relative to the apartment. 
George's chief converſation was the 
probable lift in his regiment, as the 
Colonel was a particular friend of 
both Haleborough's and Pearcefield's ; 
but if that even failed, hey had intereſt 
either in England or Ireland to procure - 
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Him a place, and now was the firſt time 
that they had dared to exert themſelves 
in his favour. William had very 
great intereſt with the Miniſter; he 
would write to him, and requeſt him 
to ſerve him in that quarter—in ſhort, 
his mind was ſo tranquillized, and his 
diſpoſition ſo ſanguine, that in idea he 
already had obtained all his wiſhes. 
When Monday arrived, it brought 
with it the kind friends who had pro- 
miſed to come and partake their din- 
ner. A more happy party quarre could 
ſcarcely be conceived, for the obligers 
and the obliged were alike fo. Eoviſa 


had provided every thing with her 


uſual eaſe and good managment. At- 
ter dinner, an early diſh of tea enabled 
them to quit the farm on the child's 
account at five o'clock. The ſincere 
pleaſure Lady Haleborough received at 
obtaining 
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in a few days evident in her counte- 
nance ; her ſpirits, which were worn 
down by intenſe reflection on her huſ- 
band's dangetous ſet of connexions, 
unpaid tradeſmen, and propenſity to 
game, were improved by baniſhing 
thought at leaſt for the preſent. She 
exerted herſelf with the great, to aſſiſt 
her brother, who all wifbed that they 
might be able to ſerve him—wh!/le ſhe 
ſpoke, but never thought further about 
the matter, when ſhe was abſent. 


Lord Haleborough lent him the hun- 
dred pound, and Louiſa and George 


had agreed to take a neat lodging at 
Iſlington, at twenty guineas a year, 
but Lady Haleborough rather adviſed 
them to take a ſmall unfurniſhed houſe 
at ſixteen guineas, and ſhe would enable 


them to furniſh jt in a great meaſure, 
Vol, III. : with 


obtaining this wiſh of her heart, was 
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with overplus furniture my Lord had 
deſired her to pick out of the reſt, 
which abounded in their houſe. In 
three weeks all was ready for their re- 
ception at their new abode, and an ex- 
cellent houſemaid, who had lived at 
Mr. Montague's in Cavendiſh-ſquare, 
ſolicited to be their ſervant, which gave 
them much ſatisfaction. The little 
girl who attended the child, was taken 
off Louiſa's hands by Lady Halebo- 
rough, and thus were they ſettled, 
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N this manner did: three years elapſe 
K without George's acquiring any 
promotion or place. Lieutenant's pay 


was literally all he had to depend upon, 


though a ten pound bank note now and 
then made its welcome appearance 
from Lady Haleborough, whoſe family 
was at this time increaſed by two 
daughters. The Marchioneſs of Pearce- 


field was now with her huiband at Gi- 


bralter, who kept her purſe with the 
ſame limitations he had hitherto done, 
though in the main he behaved very af- 
fectionately to her. Charlotte Montague 
had received two thouſand pound at hes 
father's death, quitted the convent, and 

I 2 married 
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married an Engliſh wine-merchant at 
Bourdeaux, The man broke, died in 
| jail, and his wife in child-bed at Ly- 
ons, where the infant was left at her 
lodgings without a creature intereſted 
in its fate : but upon ſearching her pa- 
pers, a few lines, addreſſed to Mrs. 
George Montague, to the careof Lady 
Haleborough, was found ſealed up. 
The letter was forwarded to England, 
and was a requeſt, that ſhe would re- 
ceive her infant, and protect it, © 1 
believe, ſaid the, © the extreme in- 
juries I have done you will, in ſo per- 
fect a mind as your's, be an argument 
in my child's favour. You will doubt 
whether you forgive the offender (who 


„ 


_— 7 


is no more, if this ever reaches your 
hands) unleſs you prove it to your/elf 
by this great act. I die in the ſecurity 
of your exalted virtues, and the benefit 

my 
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my infant will receive from your care 


and precepts.” — 
Extraordinary as this letter was to the 


woman ſhe had fo baſely injured, her 


confidence in Louiſa was juſt. With 
three young ones of her own, ſhe felt 
for the deſtitute little Atkinſon more 
tenderly than it ihe had never experien- 
ced the ſevere rubs of fortune for them. 
She got a perſon, who was going to 
Paris to purchaſe millenery, to under- 


take the journey to Lyons, and come 
with the child by fea to England. She 
had prevailed upon George to indulge 


her in the firſt requeſt ſhe had ever 


mentioned in oppoſition to his wiſhes, 
and the little Louiſa Atkinſon had been 


already under the protection of the 
Montagues for a twelvemonth, when 
Lord Haleborough was appointed our 
ambaſſador at a Northern court, and 
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176 LOUISA MATHEWS. - 
with his Counteſs prepared te quit 
England to take his new honours upon 
him. | | 

The embarraſſment her huſband had 
known in pecuniary affairs made Lady 
Haleborough receive great ſatis faction 


from this appointment, and did away 


the chagrin ſhe would of neceſſity feel 
at parting with her loved brother and 
ſiſter. Government had appointed the 
Charge des Affaires, and Secretary, 
which excluded George from either 
ſituation; but as my Lord was promiſed 
the nomination in caſe either of theſe 
grew vacant, he aſſured his brother- in- 
law he ſhould not only have it, but the 
means of removal alſo, when it hap- 
pened. © Reſt ſecure,” ſaid he, © that 
I will remit you whatever you require 
upon ſo joyful an occaſion.” Louiſa, 
indeed, felt the greateſt regret at part= 

ing 
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ing with a friend and ſiſter ſhe ſo affec- 
tionately and ſo deſervedly loved and 
eſteemed. | | 
This event brought Mr. Montague 
and Lady Elenor again to England, 


who had by retrenchments paid off, 


from Lady Elenor's eſtate, the different 
debts which they left unſatisfied at 
quitting the kingdom. They propoſed 


going to reſide nine months out of 


twelve in the country. He had ſold 


out of the guards, and conſequently : 


had no employment to detain him in 
town, though a little French woman, 
who had been the amuſement of his 
leiſure hours abroad, was invited to fol- 
low him, and promiſed commodious 
apartments in Clarges-ſtreet, which he 
had formerly hired for a female friend, 
who had deſerted him for the arms of 
another. Lady Elenor was no ſtranger 
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to either of theſe connexions, for her 
Abigail was her boſom friend, told her 
all the intelligence ſhe gathered from 
her equals abroad, and added whatever 
her fertile imagination ſupplied, in the 
form of conjecture. Lord and Lady 
Haleborough, however, for the ſake of 
George and Louiſa, wiſhed to reſtore 
the brothers to a good -underſtanding ; 
they therefore dif patched a nurſery- 
maid of their own to take charge of the 
infants at Iſlington, while the father 


and mother ſpent a few days with them. 


The brothers were all cordiality— Wil- 
liam profuſe in his promiſes of ſerving 
George if he would go into orders, and 
adviſing him to ſell his commiſſion im- 
mediately, when the ladies, who had 
been dreſſing, made their appearance. 
William had not yet ſeen his ſiſter 


ſince his return. Never was there ſuch 
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an improvement he thought ; indeed her 


beauty was even encreaſed from what "| al 


was, when ſhe married. He abſolutely 
gazed with aſtoniſhment, and told 
George he had no conception ſhe was 
equal to what he beheld. He was ſo- 
taken up with his enthuſiaſm, that when 
he ſaw Lady Elenor's carriage ſtop at 
his brother's, he met her on the ſtairs, 
as much to tell her ſhe would be charm- 
ed, as to beg her to make ſome excuſe 
for keeping the dinner a. full hour be- 
yond its time. | 
If. his wife did not comply with this: 


requeſt, it was really owing to her ig- 


norance of it, for the unfortunate. ap 
probation he had given the woman ſhe- 
Hated, had ſo wholly. overſet her, that. 


ſhe did not hear a ſyllable of it. The. 


day however was ſpent in harmony, for- 
the five were in thorough good humour: 
s I 8. at 
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at heart, and Lady Elenor counterfeit- 


ed a ſatisfaction which paſſed current at 
leaſt with Louiſa. The following day 
they returned this dinner, to which was 
invited many faſhionable people, and 
ſome foreigners they had made acquain- 
tance with abroad ; when Lady Halebo- 
rough preſented Louiſa with a beautiful 
filk dreſs, ready made up (from one of 
her other gowns which ſhe had ſecret- 
ed for the purpoſe) with a pale ſtraw 
petticoat, ſaſh, and purple-dreſs bon- 
net, which every body wore, with three 
pale ſtraw-coloured feathers, and the 


univerſal bandeau of“ God fave the 


King.” The admiration ſhe met with 
from every creature, though in ſilence, 
created new ſpleen in Lady Elenor's 
heart, which was heightened by the un- 
expected information of Charlotte 
Montague's having committed her child 
; 0 
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tö her care. Monſieur Du Barre was 


giving an account of his voyage from 
Bourdeaux, with the Engliſh milliner 
who told him the ſtory, without men- 


tioning any names, but Atkinſon; and 


the deſire he had to know whether the 
Engliſh humanity, great as it was ac- 
knowledged to be, was up to all this. 
Louiſa's complexion was ſo extremely 
heightened by this diſcourſe, that her 
huſband (whoſe pride at this moment 
was in its zenith) explained the affair, 
and ſaid Louiſa had adopted his unfor- 
tunate neice. Mr. Du Barre was con- 
founded at having introduced a family 
anecdote, but every other perſon joined 
him in half-concealed admiration of 
the infant's amiable and intereſting 


protectreſs. While Lady Elenor joined 


with her lips, ſhe conceived that Louiſa 
10 was 
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was conſcious ſhe had injured Charlotte 
Montague by fome falſhood or other, 
and wiſhed to make an atonement to 
heaven for it. Thething is fo unna- 
tural,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, © to endure 
an enemy's child, that I know from 
myſelf, ſhe muſt have ſome ſecret reaſon. 
for her wonderful humaniy#* 


CHAP. 
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* H E party encreaſed in the even- #8 

ing, but the gentlemen had not 
quitted the table when the viſiting raps 
began, as the names were announced in 
the hall. George heard the' Earl of 
Belhammond proclaimed, and quitting: 
the room, he haſtened up ſtairs to ſpare 
Louiſa the flury of meeting a wretch ſo | 


unworthy.. He led her into the ſecond | 
room, and then:down ſtairs, returned to- | 
whiſper William. to make their excuſes . 


to Lady Elenor, but that they. were 
obliged to return to Lord Haleborough's* 
to tea. He carried her off, reproach- 
ing Lady Elenor for viſiting the Earl, 
when ſhe knew they could not, nor 
. | | wauld. 
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184 LOUISA MATHEWS- 
would not fit down in the ſame room 
with the ſcoundrel. Louiſa reminded 
him, that Lord Belhammond was ſo in- 
timate, . he came often uninvited, and 
poſſibly Lady Elenor might be as ſorry 
as they were. Lady Haleborough, how- 
ever, when ſhe returned, put the matter 
beyond a doubt, for ſhe ſaid, ſhe ne- 
ver was fo ſurpriſed as to hear Lady 
Elenor regret that he had an engage- 
ment at an earlier hour. 

The Haleborough's advifed George 
to forbear ſince he had taken his re- 
venge by carrying off his wife. Lady 
Elenor had certainly done this deſign- 
edly to offend them, and they there- 
fore owed is to her huſband to take leſs 
notice of it, as he was all cordiality and 
attention. But George ſaid, © he ſhould 
think he deſerved to meet ſuch affronts; 
if he could = them by without re- 
ſenting 
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ſenting them, he ſhould tax Lady Ele- 
nor with unkindneſs the inſtant he ſaw 
her.“ Louiſa's meditations, however, 
effected the change of her huſband's 
reſolves. © See William firſt,”” ſaid 
ſhe, © he will ſet all to rights, I know.“ 

At this very time 'was William ex- 
tremely angry with Lady Elenor for 
having invited Belhammond ; he 
thought it a moſt unpardonable infulr 
to Louiſa; and was he in his brother's 
place, he would never forgive it. Oh, 
my dear,“ ſaid. her Ladyſhip, don't 
be uneaſy about his taking offence ; he 
will never do hat, where there's a din- 
ner to be had, or money to be extort- 
1 | | 5 
« For God's ſake, Lady Elenor,“ re- 
plied her huſband, © ſuffer me to reſpect 
you. He flapt the door as he ſaid it, ſlept 
out that night, and took a coffee-houſe 
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dinner in the city next day, where he 
would avoid meeting either George or 
Lord Haleborough. In the evening a 


late ſaunter home, however, was at- 


tended with this interview. William 
began with an apology—aſſured his 
brother, Lady Elenor was quite ſorry 


the had unthinkingly aſked: Lord Bel- 


hammond, and requeſted him to en- 
treat. Louiſa's forgiveneſs. George 
really felt for his brother, who looked 
vexed to the ſoul, ſhook. his head, and 
ſaid, he thought no more about it; they 
returned to Lord. Haleborough's to ſup- 
per, and William from thence to his 


own houſe, after giving.this ample proof 


of his reſentment of his wife. 
The Haleboroughs had behaved 


charmingly to their brother and ſiſter, : 


and gave them another fifty pound at 
parting, with the hope of ſtill ſerving 
George. 
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George. Lord Haleborough allowed 
his wife leave to acquaint Louiſa, that 
upon any immergent occaſion of illneſs, 
or any other cauſe, ſhe might draw upon 
him for another ſum of that value, 
which he would credit. Theſe dear 
friends parted with all the affection 


imaginable; and William Montague 
promiſed his intereſt anew to his bro- 


ther. | N 
When William made this promife, 
he was as truly in earneſt as Lady Hale. 
borough ; but the perpetual jealouſy 
and ſuggeſtions of Lady Elenor made 
him fo uncomfortable, that he de- 
ſerted his brother by degrees. He re- 
proached himſelf for puſillanimity; but 
he could not recover the ſuperiority 
he had loſt. Little Briſac was infinite- 
ly more pleaſing than theſe reflexions, 
and he haſtened to forget all his cha- 
grins in the ſociety of his miſtreſs. 
CAA. 
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London ſince Louiſa's. marriage, but 
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CH A P. X XIV. 


OW the Wag had deſerted 
town, and the Haleboroughs were 
abroad, George and his wife had no 
inducement to viſit town for above a 
day at a time. Sir George Berkland 
was in the North, and report ſaid, was 


going to be married extremely well to 
a charming Scotch gurl, who was ex- 
ciſfively admired for her wit and good 


ſenſe, which, upon enquiry, proved to 
be one of Abercrombie's nieces. She 
had remained in England with an aunt, 
who had taken her to Edinburgh; this 
information gave Louiſa ſincere plea- 
ſure. Sir George had been twice in 


he 
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he then told Lady Haleborough, that 
he believed it was beſt for his peace of 


mind to keep at a diſtance from her-- 


* I may ſettle myſelf, perhaps,” ſaid 
he, © if I preſerve this reſolution ; but 
I am perſuaded all my affection will 
return; and I ſhall be wretched if I 
ever renew the acquaintance. Louiſa 
received double pleaſure from the pre- 
ſent report, becauſe ſhe had learnt this 
converſation at the time from Lady 
Haleborough, who had atways been his 
warm advocate with Miſs Mathews, 
from the inſtant he profeſſed his attach=. 
ment. 15 . 

As her children grew older, Louiſa 
found her expences encreaſe in ſpite of 
every endeavour to keep them under. 
She had now four of her own, and little 
Louifa Atkinſon not only to feed, but 
to clothe ; and ſhe found that the pay 
| | Mo 
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of a lieutenant, without the aſhſtance of 
her friends, was quite inſufficient to 
procure them neceſſaries. George wrote 


an account of his fituation to William, 
but no anſwer arrived :—uneaſy, preſſed 


by his landlord, perfecuted by a taylor, 
to whom he owed about twelve pounds, 
and threatened with an arreſt, he went 
down to his brother's country-ſcat, 
found every thing there in the utmoſt 
confuſion, two executions in the houſe. 
Lady Elenor and the child was at Bath, 
and Mr. Montague, who brought down 
Briſac to beguile the time of his wife's 
abfence, had had ſome jealous quarrel 
with her the night previous to her flight, 
when ſhe took off all Lady Elenor's 
cloaths, laces, and trinquets ; luckily 
her jewels eſcaped by being with her at 
Bath. William Montague was ſo en- 
raged at. this. robbery by a miſtreſs he 

had 
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had laviſhed every thing upon, that he 
perſuaded her immediately to regain the 
apparel, before his wife heard a ſyllable 
of the affair. He no ſooner followed 
Briſac, than the ſervants imagined he 
was gone off entirely with her; the re- 
port ſpread like wildfire; executions 
were brought in, and an expreſs ſent to 
Lady Elenor. George was thunder- 
ſtruck with this intelligence, which, 
for a while, ſuſpended the ſenſe of his 
own misfortunes; he returned to town, 
where the firſt perſon he met, was the 
old porter who had lived at Lord Hale- 
borough's. © I aſk your honour's par- 
don,” ſaid the man; © but I hopes the 
news about Mr. William Montague 


an't true tis a hundred pities to loſe 
his life in ſuch a cauſe.” 


Poor George reeled to the rails; the 
man caught him, and took him into 
| the 
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the baker's on the oppoſite ſide of the 
way; „for God's ſake,” ſaid George 
to the porter, © tell, me what you have 
heard ? I know nothing.” 

« Tis all in the papers, Sir,“ Dun- 
combe replied. © Mr. Montague was 
going after that Madame Briſac he has 
kept ſo long,—at Calais he' overtook 
her with Col. Rienhault, who had 
waited her arrival—high words enſued 
— Mr. Montague challenged the Colo- 


nel, and poor Mr. Montague fell, Sir, 


at the ſecond fire.” 

George heard it out, and was ſo over- 
come with the cruel intelligence, that 
tho' he could ſo ill afford it, he was 
obliged to take a hackney coach for 
Iſlington. All his tenderneſs for his 
brother was alive at this inſtant, he for- 
got all his unkindneſſes, and remem- 


bered all his affectionate actions with 
intereſt, 
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intereſt. Louiſa was extremely uneaſy 
at the abſence of her huſband for the 
whole day, when he bid her poſtpone 
the dinner for half an hour beyond the 
uſual time, which proved that he meant 


to return. She had ſent her little ones 
to bed, and ſauntered out into the little 


court-yard before her door, to liften 
and look for his return—her anxiety 
gained ſtrength. © God of Heaven pre- 
ſerve my loved George,“ ſaid ſhe, with 
her eyes ſwimming in tears; for the 
threatened arreſt had ſeized her mind 
at the inſtant, when ſhe heard a coach 
ſtop, and diſtinguiſhed her huſband's 


voice order the coachman to ſet him 


down there. Heaven be praiſed,” ſaid 
ſhe, without knowing ſhe uttered it 
aloud. George caught the grateful 
acknowledgment, and replied, © my 
deareſt, I fear I have made you very 

uneaſy; 
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uneaſy; with one hand round her waiſt, 
and the other in her's, he walked into 
the houſe. © 1 ſee,”” ſaid ſne, ſomething 
has happened, tell me my deareſt life, 
—have you been arreſted, —for mercies 
ſake explain ;—nothing has happened 
to me, he replied, be eaſy my dear,— 
poor William is very ill. By degrees 
he broke every thing to her, and the 
ſhare ſhe took in what ſo particularly 
affected her huſband in ſome meaſure, 
alleviated his grief. The cauſe of his 
death awakened all Louiſa's pity for 
Lady Elenor; for an inſtant ſhe ſup- 
poſed her/elf in the ſame ſituation ; but 
the idea had ſo much horror annexed 
to it, that ſhe ſhrunk from the pang. 
My dear love, ſaid ſhe, we ought to 
alleviate Lady Elenor's diſtreſſes, if 
poſſible ; perhaps your going down,— 
continuing there for a few days, and 
aſſiſting 
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aſſiſting her in arranging her affairs 
might be very acceptable at ſuch a time. 
I pity her now from my ſoul—I know 
ſhe is not partial to me, and therefore 


J don't offer to go, but you can anſwer 


for me, if ſhe expreſſes the ſmalleſt with 
to have me aſſiſt her.“ 


« Louiſa,” ſaid George — = are 
an angel,” 


„ Ingdecg,”” my dear, I think 1 


ſhould be leſs than woman, if I could 


retain any ſentiments at ſuch a time. 
What do you ſay to going to her to- 
morrow ? I ſuppoſe ſhe is returned to 


night at lateſt? George replied, that 


he would follow her advice if he could 
borrow a couple of guineas for his poc- 
ket, but he really had ſpent the few 
ſhillings he had, for the hackney coach 
to bring him home. Iwill walk to 
town in the morning with my watch, 
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and diſpoſe of it, if I can; if I cannot, 


I ſhall return to you at dinner-time.”” 
| Louiſa recollected that ſhe had an 
Iriſh muſlin unmade up, which the 
Marchioneſs of Pearcefield had ſent 


her; ſhe ſaid nothing, but adviſing 


George to take his tea in bed, ſhe ſtep- 


ped to the Mantua-maker in the ſame 


ſtreet, told her ſhe would be obliged to 
her for getting it off her hands, and 


requeſted her to advance her what ſhe 


thought proper. She gave Mrs: Mon- 
tague three guineas, and ſaid, ſhe hoped 


it would fetch a. couple more; with 


much pleaſure Louiſa carried up a ba- 


ſon of tea and the caſh together. Her 
huſband was not ſurprized at her good- 


neſs, though his countenance was. ſo 


expreſſive of obligation, that a ſtranger 
. would have conceived it was novel to 


hain, 
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CHAT INT. 


I ovuisa urged him to allow her to 
take him a place in the ſtage; for 


the affliction he had known on his bro- 
ther's account, had made him paſs a 


ſleepleſs night; he complied: with her 
wiſh, but previouſly walked into the 
childrens rooms to give the parting 


kiſs for two or three days. The little 


dears were as uſual, all life and free; 
and Louiſa Atkinſon, who was a very 
intereſting creature, aſſured him, ſhe 
would make her aunt much more merry 
to-day, than ſhe was yeſterday. | 
During the abſence of George, the 
trades-people became more clamourous 
than they had hitherto been; they preſ- 
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ſed Mrs. Montague to name when they 
might be paid; ſhe replied, that the 
death of her huſband's brother had diſ- 
treſſed them much; that at George's 
return they would ſee what they could 
do, and the tradesfolks ſhould be in- 
formed of it immediately ; the debts, 
faid ſhe, are about ſixty pound alto- 
gether; they ſhall' be diſcharged moſt 
honourably if you will but give us a 
little time. At length they agreed to 
wait one month, provided ſhe would 
lay out rcady money with them during 
the term. She regretted that /hat was 
impoſſible; ſhe had it not now, but 
would undertake ro pay them -at the 
appointed time; for ſhe. recollected 
Lady Haleborough's promiſe about her 
huſband advancing fifty pound on any 
emergency; but though they appeared 
to aſſent, when the maid went for pro- 
viſions, 
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viſions, they refuſed ſending any with- 
out prompt payment. | 


Of all bleſſings in the world a col- 
lected mind in trying ſituations is the 


moſt. advantageous. Louiſa trembled 
from head to foot, but yet this forti- 


1 


tude never forſook her. There is no 
ſhame in poverty, thought ſhe to her- 


ſelf, and if there was, it would not 


ſtand in competition with my childrens 
claims upon me. She ſelected all her 


unmade- up pieces of lace, muſlin, and 


Iriſh cloth, and bidding the maid carry 
them to the mantua-makers, ſhe im- 


mediately followed. am in ſuch 


want of caſh,” ſaid Louiſa, “that I 


entreat you to ſell theſe for me as ſoon 


as poſſible, and let me pay you any 
reaſonable demand for your trouble.“ 
« I'll fell them Ma'm with pleaſure, 
ſaid the woman, © without: any reward, 

K 3 I ſhouldn't 
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I ſhould'nt act like a Chriftian if -I 
could take a fee for ſuch a little favor, 
when I knows your ſituation. My heart 
.achs Ma'm when I fees you and your 
lovely children, becauſe 1 knows you 
be born quality. 

Louiſa really was the child of nature, 
ſhe ſhook the good woman's hand, and 
ſwallowed the gulp which prevented 
ker ſpeaking. Mrs. Duncombe, (for 
ſhe was the porter's ſiſter, who had lived 
at Lord Haleborough's,) had heard all 
the family events from her brother, 
when George and his wife firſt came to 
Iſlington, - though, till this inſtant, 
Louiſa did not ſuſpect a foul in the 


neighbourhood knew any thing of her. 
Her purſe was repleniſhed with two 
guineas now, and in the courſe of the 
week, ſhe received nine more from the 
ſale of ſome articles Lady Haleborough, 
William, 
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William, and Lucy, had thrown into 
her lap at various times. This money 
ſhe houſewiied for running expences, 
till George and ſhe could determine on 
what ſteps to take. 

A tender and affectionate jetter from 
the Marchioneſs of Pearcefield, afford- 
ed Louiſa a ſuſpenſion of her cares, ſhe 
really required. She earneſtly entreated 
that one of the little girls might be 
ſpared to her; having no children of 
her own, me wiſhed much for a little 
companion; the Marquis was ſurprized 
ſhe had never expreſſed this defire be- 
fore—gave her permiſſion not only to 
take one, but to undertake its educa- 
tion, and promiſed to pay all expences 
of conveying it to Ireland. Louiſa 
felt both pleaſure and pain at this in- 
vitation ; ſhe poſtponed any determi- 
nation about it till George's return. 

K 4 CHAT. 
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CHAP. XxVL 


Guss her ſurpriſe when during the 
| undreſling, waſhing, and combing 
her children, ſhe ſaw George alight 
from the ſtage. He related his viſit to 
Lady Elenor and her refuſal of any ſer- 
vices whatever by a ſervant, who carried 
= up his requeſt to be admitted. Her 
reply was, that ſhe was in too much 
affliction to ſee company.” He then 
wrote half a dozen lines to expreſs his 
concern at the melancholy event, and 
his offers of ſervice, by performing any 
commiſſion, or tranſacting any buſineſs 
for her, when ſhe ſent down, © her 
compliments, and ſhe had not the ſmal- 
leſt occaſion to trouble him.” I aſked 
the 


_ Y 


tow 
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the ſervant for my nephew, he replied, 
he is now with my lady ;” © tell him,“ 
ſaid I, © that his uncle wiſhes to ſpeak 


with him.“ I waited half an hour, when 


the ſervant ſaid, © Maſter was with 


Mamma.” Was you bid to tell me ſo 


John?“ “ Yes, Sir,“ anſ wered the man, 
« my lady bid me ſay, Maſter Montague 
was with his mamma.“ 

Vou may be certain, my dear, that I 
did not ſpend quite another minute in 
her houſe. She had read my letter, I 
ſuppoſe, where I wiſhed to get part of 
what ozght to have been my own, from 
my brother. -I bleſs God, you preſerv- 
ed me from becoming the huſband of 


ſuch a worthleſs woman. Welcome, 


thrice welcome poverty, fince you pre- 


ſerved me from this connection; bur 1 


was preſerved for an ineſtimable blef- 
ting in my Loyiſa. I think I may defy 
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the world to make me miſerable while 
you continue as you are.” He had eat 
nothing fince he went, for his indigna- 
tion preſerved him from hunger. She 
had with her own hand made a veal pic 
for the morrow, which was Sunday, 
and gathering a ſallad herſelf, while he 
ſtood at her elbow, they returned to 
their ſupper, when her uſual talents 
were exerted to teighten the burthen 
which oppreſſed the heart of her huf- 
band, by difguiſing the weight which 
hung on her own. A bottle of wine 
was had from the tavern, and George 
aroſe from his meal in a frame of mind 
very different from that he fat dowr 
with. E. 

© Well,” ſaid he, after looking to 
the window-faſtenings as uſual, © I 
Had better have expended my fifteen 
thillings upon bells, to theſe ſhutters 
| | than 
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than on Lady Elenor; from my ſoul T 


grudge it.” © So don't 1,” faid Lout- 
fa, there is a fatisfaction in doing as we 
would be done by, though to our hin- 
drance. I pity her, not ourſelves - hat 
pleaſure does ſhe debar herſelf of! The 
ties of kindred are the ſweeteſt I know. 
There is a littleneſs in not being obli- 


ged. I declare the moſt ſatis factory mo- 
ments of my life have been detached 
from thoſe you have occaſioned ; the fa- 


yours I have received from your poor 


father formerly, and your ſiſters ſince 


my marriage.“ 
On the morrow ſhe thought it pro- 
per to acquaint him with the immedi- 


ate reſources ſhe had found through 


Mrs. Duncombe, and the converſation 
ſhe had had with the trades-people, 
Let us ſtruggle with fortitude, my dear 
George,” ſaid his wife; © we are both 
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young; better days may arrive, you 


know ; but while we have health and 
ſpirits, and our little creatures are well, 
we may ſurely make light of every thing 
elſe. Zou have often deſigned to fell 
your commiſſion ; J have as often op- 
poſed it; becauſe, while your family 


Vas reſident in London, I thought there 


was a chance of promotion; I give that 
hope up. This would not only pay 
our debts, but leave a little for our ex- 
pences of food, and neceſſaries. I will 
get work from Mrs. Duncombe, no- 
body need know any thing of the mat- 
ter; and beſides, that I think we ſhall 
be obliged to take lodgers.“ 

* That is impoſſible,” ſaid her huſ- 
band. Not my dear life, when our 
children want bread,” ſaid Louiſa; let 
us, dear George, accommodate our- 


ſelves to our circumſtances. I mean, if 


you 
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you pleaſe, to part with our maid; the 
children are eaſily managed. Don't 
you like your dinner the /e/s if I pre- 
pare it; and I am ſure I ſhall never 
regret the employment, except that- it 
takes me from your ſociety. No, 
my Louiſa, my ſoul's darling, I never 
will ſuffer you to labour for me, I will 
ſell my commiſſion. Abercrombie was 
to return about this time, 1 will en- 
quire ; and if he is not likely to return, 
1 will try to be clerk in a counting- 
houſe—corre&t for the bookſellers, or 
ſtrike out ſome path. She now ſhewed 
him a letter which ſhe kept as a bon 
bouche; the Marchioneſs's kind offer 
of taking a child, which extremely re- 
zoiced its father, who felt all poſſible 
affection for his little one's. | 
No time was loſt in putting up the 
commiſſion to ſale, yet two months 
elapſed 
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elapſed before it was compleated. Mrs. 
Duncombe's niece had the care of little 
Eliſa to convey to her aunt the Mar- 
chioneſs, and the fond mother relin- 
quiſhed a child fo + exceſſively dear to 
her, though attended with the deepeſt 
regrets, ſince her doing fo would pro- 
mote its advantage. Ar ſeven years old 
her mother had taught her reading, 


writing, French, and accounts; and her 


father had inſtructed her to play the 
guitar, from ear, which ſhe pofſeſſed in 


an eminent degree; genteel in her per- 


ſon, and gentle in her diſpoſition, there 


was little dread of her not being loved 
by the uncle, as well as the aunt, who | 


indeed adopted her as their own child 
in every reſpect. 


While the fale of the commiſſion was | 


pending, the trades-people in their 
neighbourhood ſuffered them to go on, 
| pro- 
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provided they paid ready money. The 
aniverſary of their wedding-day was 
always ſo ſincerely hailed in their 
hearts, that they threw away every care 
to acknowledge the truth of their plea- 
ſures being infinitety ſuperior to the 
pains they had hitherto known. © In 
fact,” ſaid Louiſa, © our pains have ori- 
ginated more from the anticipation of 
evil, than the evil itſelf.” We have 
dreaded a prifon—but never ſeen one; 
dreaded the want of a dinner—but never 
felt it—apprehended our landlord, but 
never met a harſh fentence from him. 
Could we but have reſolved to avoid the 
dreads, we ſhould have been the hap- 
pieſt pair in the world, without any 
alloy. Let us adopt this wiſe maxim 


to-day, George—I hope to be 8 
without alloy.“ 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. XXVIE . 


R S. Duncombe, who had learnt 

from Mary that this was the day 
of all others moſt dear to this intereſt- 
ing pair - procured them a very fine 
ſol, and a lobſter for ſauce, which ſhe 
begged them to accept, as a friend had 
made her a preſent of fiſh, and ſhe did 
not care for it. They were with their 
children, fitting down to this and a 
boiled neck of mutton, when they 
heard the maid's voice loud in the paſ- 
ſage, ſay, „I will tell you, my maſters 
in London,” the knife droped from 
Louiſa's head —ſhe ſunk on the floor, 
George was ruſhing out of the parlour 


window ; but he faw the ſituation of 
his 
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his wife, heard the ſcreams of his chil- 
dren, and returned. I am .bere, Ma- 
ry,“ ſaid he, © ready for whoever wants 
me. Let them come in, without this per- 
miſſion.” Two men were before them; 
Louiſa could not ſpeak, though ſhe 
clung round the arm of her huſband: 
he enquired at whoſe ſuit this arreſt was, 
and was informed it was the taylor's. 
He then ſent Mary to the ſeveral peo- 
ple (houſeholders) he knew in the 
neighbourhood; and explaining again 
about his commiſſion, he entreated 
ſome of them to bail him. They re- 
plied,“ That his debt was too deep for 
that manceuvre to take. Louiſa, without 
hat or cloak, ſteped to Mrs. Duncombe, 
ſhe could not ſpeak, but taking her 
arm, and looking wildly, — led her 
home. When the good woman under- 
ſtood the diſtreſs, ſhe lamented ſhe was 


not 
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not a houfe-keeper to bail Mr. Monta- 
gue, or had money ſufficient to pay the 
debt. She tried to conſole the inconſol- 
able Louifa, who inſiſted upon accom- 
panying her huſpand to the ſpunging- 
Houfe, which George by every perſua- 
fton intreated her not to do, © obey me, 
my beloved wife, I pray you; obey me.” 
„ Wife, or not Wife,” faid one of the 
men, that's the prettieſt creature 1 
ever clapt my eyes on.“ George now 
knocked him down with a ſtick; he 
roſe and attempted to ſtrike George, but 


Louiſa threw herfelf between, and pre- 


vented the ſtroke. The other fellow 
held 'his comrade till the paſſion ſub- 


*fided, and without any ceremony, emp- 


tied the ſolitary bottle of wine Louiſa 
had purchaſed to let all her family 
drink the return of the day. A coach 
was called, while Louiſa with ardour 

recommended 
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recommended her hufband and chil- 
dren to heaven urged Mary to attend 
the dear children, and to make herſelf 
eaſy, for they would not be abſent long. 
With an-aſtoniſhing degree of fortitude 
ſhe kiſſed the little creatures, and tak- 
ing her huſband's arm, got into the 
coach. They were carried to a ſpung- 
ing-houſe, from whence George wrote 
to the army agent, who immediately 
remitted him money ſufficient to diſ- 
charge the debt, but when he did this, 

and defired to pay the fees of the houſe, 
he learnt that the baker at Iſlington 
had lodged a detainer againſt him. 
- © Louiſa now drew upon Lord Halebo- 
> WF rough, and tried to negociate the note: 
ſa ¶ but the name of Montague had ſunk ſo 
extremely in the opinion of the world, 
ch chat no creature would take it. She 
ur vent to his banker, whoſe name ſhe re- 
ed collected, 
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collected, and repreſented her ſituation, a 
Her connection, and the liberty Lord r 
Haleborough gave her, which the bank. f 


er replied to, by aſking for the letter | 


t 
of, permiſſion. She told him it wasa Wl 2 


verbal permiſſion, if he would negociate Wl t: 
the draft he might withhold the money Ml ti 
till my Lord paid the bill. This the In 
banker agreed to try, and ſtruck with MI h 
the aſtoniſhing beauty and delicacy of n. 
the pleader, he ſaid, he would even of 
advance her ten guineas, and as his car- he 
riage was at the door carry her to her tt 
houſe. She ſincerely thanked him, ut 
for to ber the gaze ſhe excited wherever ¶ ti. 
her face was beheld, was the moſt irk- 


ſome thing in the world. ul 
When ſhe returned to her huſband, ! 
ſhe found him peruſing a letter which ch 
Mary had ſent from the houſe ati pa 
Iſlington——was from Abercrombie un 


abroad, 
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abroad, who informed him, that a pa- 
ralytic ſtroke had been the cauſe of his 
filence to two letters for ſo long a time; 
that William Montague had left a will 
appointing him executor, and guardian 
to his ſon, which obliged him to return 
to England as ſoon as the weather grew 
more favourable for an invalid; that he 
hoped George's affairs were better, as he 
never complained, and truſted he ſhould 
be able to drink Captain Montague's 
health in the courſe of the month, as 
the Colonel had abſolutely promiſed, 
under his own hand, that this promo- 
tion ſhould take place. 

« Good God,” ſaid George, « how 
unfortunate am I ; with Captain's pay, 
I could have lived like a prince. At 
the moment of ſucceſs I have blindly 


parted with my commiſſion, and we are 


undone.” Louiſa was ſtung to the 


ſoul, 
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ſoul, © and I am the cauſe,“ ſaid ſhe; 


«© it was my ill-judged advice that led 


you to ſell it ; I have injured both huſ- 
band and children for ever. Let me go 
to the agent, perhaps all is not loſt, ſell 
our Iſlington furniture to reimburſe 
him. that he advanced; and continue 
here with our infants till Abercrombie's 
return. Oh George, if you droop, I 
am loſt ; keep up your ſpirits, my life, 
and ſpare me the reproach of having 
brought you to ruin.” He approved 
of her going to the agent, provided 
Mary went with her. Louiſa defired 
Mary by a few lines to lock up the 
houſe—bring all the children in a coach 
to 'Chancery-lane toamuſe their father, 


and whatever proviſion ſhe had for 


them. Then ſhe adviſed her huſband 


to write a note to the agent, as he was 


not even perſonally acquainted with 
him. 


| tay 
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him. This was immediately done, re- 
queſting him to accompany Mr. Mon- 


tague back to him, if poſſible; but if 


not, to allow her an opportunity of ex- 


plaining the nature of her buſineſs. 
* | 


C H Ap. 
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2 n A P. XXVIIII. 


3 ſame cu which brought 
Mary and the babes carried her 


miſtreſs and her to Mr. Nicholſon the | 
agent's houſe in Red Lion Square. The | 


ſervant ſaid his maſter was at home, 


and opened the coach door, when ſhe } 


was led into a room where two gentle- 
men were converſing at the window. 


She drew out her pocket- book to be em- 
ployed about ſomething, and render her 


leſs noticed by ſtrangers. She waited, 


and waited, till recollecting the expence | 
of the coach would be enormous, he | 


ordered Mary to ſtep down and diſ- 
charge it. During her doing fo, Mr. 


Nicholſon entered, and as he made his 


bow 


!!. Peas ER Med 
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bow to a lady he had never feen, the 
heard one of the ſtrangers ſay to the 
other, after a laugh and half whiſper, 


« But to prevent the leaft reproach, 
« Betty comes with ber in the coach.” 
The ſuffuſion this ſpeech occaſioned, 
and the native modeſty of Louiſa, ren- 
dered her ſo exquiſitely beautiful at this 
inſtant, (for grief had made her exceſ- 
ſively pale before) that Mr. Nicholſon 
ſcarcely knew what ſhe had ſaid. She 
gave him the letter, and after he had 
read it, requeſted to ſpeak to him in 
another apartment ; but the Gentlemen 
told Nicholſon that they - would call 
ſome other day, as they were ſure he 
would excuſe their abſence. She told 
him her huſband's ſituation, and the 
hope that the lieutenancy was not yet 
diſpoſed of beyond redemption, and 
gave him her reaſons for wiſhing to re- 
tain 1t. 


VOL. II. L « How 
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« How unfortunate” ſaid N icholſon, 


< this affair is! The very man who | 
{ſpoke to me is the purchaſer, as I have 
urged him to loſe no time, wiſhing to | 


ſerve Abercrombie. I am quite unac. 
quainted with Mr. Dorſet, but J will 


£0 to him, ſee what can be done, and | 


let you know the reſult in the evening. 


Would to God I may be able to re-. 
gain it! as I am little inclined to. dif- | 
treſs a Gentleman for whom I feel o | 


perfect an eſteem.” 
Mrs. Montague drew her bonnet over 
Her face, and walked back to the ſpung- 


ing-houſe in Chancery-lane, where ſhc 


found the man of the houſe at high | 


words with George.“ With theſe child- 
ren, indeed,” faid he, you had Fettergo 
to Newgate at once, for you never cal 
pay, I'll be ſworn, for their keep, in my 
houſe. Unleſs you pays me from day 


ro 


tit 
he. 
ſur 
ro\ 
fro 
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to day, I'll not truſt ye; look 
ye, Sir, I'll be paid afore-hand for 
every thing you have.” George only 
deſired him to leave the room juſt then, 
- be would ſatisfy him for every thing in 
11 4 little time. Poor Louiſa was aſto- 
d niſned and frightened to death—ſhe 
5 IF told him to bring up his bill, ſhe could 
e- pay it, and entreated him not to flurry 
iſ- ner fo perpetually. She related the 
lo F hope Mr. Nicholſon entertained, that 
Mr. Dorſet would relinquiſh his claim 
on ſo extraordinary an occaſion. Bur 
hope had fled from the boſom of George: 
he abandoned himſelf to the keeneſt 
deſpair ; and poor Louiſa, whoſe for- 
titude was exerted hitherto to preſerve 
her huſband, now ſunk under the preſ- 
ſure of affliction, which levelled its ar- 
rows at their hearts. A ſhower of tears 
from her, recalled Mr. Montague to a 


L 2 juſt 


222 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


juſt ſenſe of his cruelty, in giving way 
to his deſpair. He began talking to 
little George about his exereiſe; and 


when he ſaw Louiſa's face illumined by MF © 
returning peace, he entreated her par- [ 
don for his unpardonable weakneſs. v 
Her ſufferings were the means of wring- t. 


ing his ſoul. “ For heaven's ſake, my 
love,” replied Louiſa, forbear this con- N 
verſation, we neither of us have ſtrength 
for it. He entreated her to eat a piece ö 
of cold lobſter, and drink a glaſs of 
wine, which reſtored her in ſome mea- 
ſure. Mary was ordered to take the | 
children home again, and Louiſa at- 
tempred, in vain, to diſguiſe the ravages 
which four days and nights of incefſanc 
care and fatigue, had made in her 
health. She was combing her hul- 


band's hair, who complained of a vio— 
ent head-ach, and anticipating his li- 
bratlon, 
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bration, at leaſt, in a few days, as the 
banker would hear from Lord Halebo- 
rough's, when Mr. Nicholſon, the 
agent, had entered the room before 
they perceived him; but his counte-— 
nance told them he had not ſucceeded 
with Mr. Dorſet, who was gone out of 
town, but where he could not learn.. 

6 God's will be done,”” ſaid Louiſa. 
Mr. Nicholſon offered to do any ſer- 
vice, by acquainting his friends with 
his fituation. His wife was ſo intimate 
with Lady Elenor, that ſhe would un- 
dertake any office to ſerve Mr. Aber- 
crombie ; but George knew how fruit- 
leſs any application to that quarter 
would prove, and therefore declined 
it, Mr. Dorſet had not paid the mo- 
ney, owing to Nicholſon's engagement 
that day, but had promiſed the clerk 

1 ro 
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to be in town again in the week. The 
agent took his leave with regrets that 
he had not ſucceeded in his attempt to 
ſerve them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


AY after day, and week after week, 
did George and his wife try to 
obtain this money by letters, and viſits 
to Red Lion Square, when, to their 
inexpreſſible mortification, they heard 
that Mr. Nicholfon, who was a private 
agent and profeſſed advertiſing money 
ſender, had broke and decamped. T 
will not attempt to deſcribe what each 
party endured at this information, — 
they ſat ſtupified for a time; at length 
George broke ſilence, with urging 
Louiſa, to take ſomething ; every thing 
was indurable but her dejection. This: 
fpeech rouſed her; ſhe propoſed going 
to Iſlington, and having every thing 
5 LS Put. 
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put up to fale, the produce would li- 
berate him, and pay the whole debr, 
provided it was not encreaſed by delay. 
He aſſented to this, and begged her to 
wok forward with hope to Abercrom- 
bie's coming. Not a word from the 
Banker about Lord Haleborough's note, 


waich they wondered at, but till he | 


was certain it was good, he was juſti- 


fied for withholding the remainder of | 


the money. 
When Louiſa got to Iſlington, the 


found ſome ſtzange faces in the paſſage, | 


and beheld a man taking an inventory 


of the goods, and Mary, with Louiſa 


Atkinſon in her arms, in a flow fever, 
crying and entreatjng the people to 
forbear till her maſter's, return. The 
landlord had ſeized for his rent, and 
being an Attorney, he managed- every 
thing himſelf, Lbuiſa had ſcarcely 


power 
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power to feel the force of this new grief. 


Mary brought Mrs. Duncombe, WhO 


felt ſo extremely for her ſituation, that 
ſhe promiſed to take all the children 
when the houſe was cleared, till Mr. 
and Mrs. Montague could do ſomething 
for them. Louiſa called i the Apo- 
thecary to the little Atkinſon, who ap- 


peared . dangerouſly ill, and with her 


eldeſt boy walked back to Chancery- - 
Lane. 
Here ſhe grew ſo exceſſively ill, that 


ſhe was unable to go out of the room, 


tho? ſhe laid her confinement all to the 
ſcore of tire; but George was not to be 
ſo deceived. She thought any thing 


which employed him was doing a kind- 


neſs, and therefore begged him to make 


her a diſh of coffee, and a little bit of 


dry toaſt, and ſhe ſhould be well again. 
While they were drinking a diſh to- 
L 5. gether, 
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gether, a letter from Lady Hilehs. 
rough, who knew nothing about their 
preſent ſufferings, with a twenty pound 
note, arrived at their hands. Some 
hope now dawned on Louifa,—ſhe had 
ſuppreſſed the events at Iſlington, be- 
cauſe ſhe dreaded their effects upon 
George. She bruſhed up her looks, 
and improved his exhauſted ſpirits a 
little before ſhe began, and prefacing 
the relation, with conjuring him to rife 
ſuperior to misfortune, by manfully 
'fuſtaining it, told him what ſteps the 
Attorney, their landlord, had taken. 
Fortified with Lady Haleborough's let- 
ter, he ſupported this intelligence with 
firmneſs, and endeavoured to conſole 
Louiſa with the hope of Abercrombie's 
coming in the week; but, alas! poor 
Abercrombie had paid the debt of na- 
ture; letters were received in town that 
a ſecond 


1 
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a ſecond paralytic ſtroke had deprived. 
him of life. George had experienced 
many ſevere ſtrokes of fortune--but in 
his ſituation, — at ſuch a time,—and ele- 
vated by hope, his was too much. 
Louiſa was not able to afford him con- 
ſolation, repoſing her own confidence 
in God—ſhe entreated her huſband to- 


rely upon him, that they ſhould yet be 


extricated out of their miſeries. 


#3O © LOUISA MATHEWS, 


r 


'HE walked on the following even- 
ing to Iſlington, where ſhe found 

the little girl much worſe, and the maid 
informed her that the apothecary de- 
clared the child to be in great danger. 
She felt a maternal anguiſh for the fate 
of this little being ; and notwithſtand- 
ing her own, her huſband's, and her 
childrens diſtreſſes, ſhe determined to 
be at the expence of a phyſician to the 
Montague family (who never paſſed a 
turnpike under two guineas) ſhe be- 
lieved his ſkill had ſaved two infants, 
who were given over; and ſhe knew 
that ſhe ſhould reproach herſelf if ſhe 
did not exert herſelf, if poſſible, more 


for 
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for the child of a repentant enemy, than 
for her own babes, whom ſhe loved 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs. III as 
ſhe was herſelf, and much as her huſ- 
band required her ſociety which always. 
calmed his agitations, and awakened 


him. to a juſt ſenſe of what was effen- 


tially good, from what was ſuperficially 
ſo, ſhe heſitated not to attend the ſuf- 


ferer herſelf. Two nights and three 
days, far advanced in a ſituation which 


requires indulgences, did this excellent 
woman attend the orphan; who, 


notwithſtanding Louiſa's care, and the 


benevolent attention of the phyſician 
(who refuſed when he beheld Mrs. 


Montague's face, any acknowledgment 
whatever from his old acquaintance, 


Miſs Matthews) expire in her arms. 


Soon after this event ſhe rejoined her 
huſband, who had willingly yielded the 
conſolation. 
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conſolation, her preſence always gave 
him to the, performance of a taſk ſhe ſo 
piouſly ſet herſelf. Great as their con- 
eern was for a loſs of the child they 
both loved with parental affection, it 
was greater from the expences it una- 
voidably brought with it. Not a crea- 
ture would let them have any thing 
without prompt payment. Poor Loui- 
1a's philoſophy had almoſt forſaken her, 
ſhe in vain tried to conceal the anguith 
of her ſoul, though ſhe ſuppreſſed all 
complaint. Her huſband ſaw the 
| ſtruggle and dreaded its conſequences ; 
he urged her to. talk to him to relic ve 
her full heart by opening it to one ſo 
tenderly intereſted in it, and entreating 
her as the valued her health and his re- 
poſe ({ynonimous terms) that ſhe would 
have immediate advice. With: her he 
could bear the moſt cruel] iituations, 
bereft 
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bereft of her the world was a chaos. 
Though long experience had told her 
the was infinitely dear to her loved 
George, yet theſe re- aſſurances of a ten- 
derneſs, which never ſlept, gave her the 
relief ſhe required; a plentiful burſt of 
tears ſoon recompoſed her, and they 
jointly agreed, that though the world 
had neglected them, they were more 
than recompenced in the love, friend- 
ſhip, affection, and eſteem they each 

cheriſned for the other. 
A little tap at the door broke up this 
converſation ; the keeper's wife had 
walked up ſtairs with the leg and wing 
of a boiled chicken, ſhe had had for her 
own ſupper, and premiſing it, by ſay- 
ing, her huſband was unexpectedly cal- 
led away, and the lady looked but poor- 
ly, ſhe begged her to accept it, as it 
would do her a world of good. George 
ſeconded 
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ſeconded the motion, and while Louiſa 
was ſpreading. the napkin, the woman 
recollected that there was- a note, or 
letter, addreſſed to Mrs. Montague lay- 
ing upon the kitchen ſhelf. When this 
was brought up it proved to be from 
the Banker, with an account that Lord 
Haleborough had accepted the draft ; 
and that the remaining thirty - nine 
pound ten ſhillings, was ready for her 
to receive when ſhe pleaſed to draw for 
it. My Reader has little knowledge of 
the human heart, if he imagines they 
were capable of eating their ſupper for 
a full hour after they had taken their 
ſeats. They were quite over-Joyed at 
this ſeaſonable relief, applied it in idea 


to the removal of both from that diſ- 
treſſing ſituation, and for the funeral of 
the poor infant. The night was half 
ſpent in planning firſt one thing, then 

8 another, 
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another, till at laſt it was agreed Mrs. 
Montague ſhould go to Iflington, re- 
move the children to the cheapeſt place 
ſhe could find, bid the auctioneer 111 
the furniture, and take a liſt of all 
they owed, as they rruſted they ſhould 
not only be able to pay every body their 
demands, but have a little ſum in hand 
to go on with. Sleep was ſo wholly 
out of her power, that ſhe roſe early, 
and ſet forward with a lighter heart 
than ſhe had known for many mornings 


paſt, but what a repelling fight did fe 


behold on her arrival! every window 
cloſed at eleven o'clock in the day—no 


little cherub faces playing in the little 
garden before the houſe—no exulting 


voices hail the return of dear mama, 
which pleaſing ſounds ſhe had always 


diſtinguiſhed at fifty yards diſtance. 


Her heart ſunk, her knees ſhook ſo ſhe 


could 


\ 
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could ſcarcely knock at the door; a 
fecond knock brought a neighbour to 
her window, who ſaid the-children and 
ſervant were at Mrs. Duncombe's ; 
aſtoniſhing as this ſeemed to Louiſa, 
ſhe yet thought it might have origina- 
ted from the children being unhappy 
at home, while the poor child lay un- 
buried. She bent her ſteps to the 
mantua-makers, and learnt there from 
the maid that the landlord had ſeized, 
and made an inventory of the goods, 
which were to be put up to ſale that 
day. Infamous as this conduct had 
been, at ſuch a moment when their ſor- 
row and ſituation:ought-to he reſpected, 
ſhe reſolved to pay him immediately 
every juſt demand, and have another 
auctioneer, not the landlord's brother, 
to diſpoſe of the furniture. Mrs. Dun- 
combe accompanied her to the man, 

; who 
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who was extremely angry to find her 
armed with her defence, for he had 
reckoned on the idea of making a large 
profit upon the goods, the beſt part of 
which he meant to buy in, and let his 
houſe ready furniſhed. His rage and 
indignation were ſo violent, that he 
betrayed himſelf quite. Mrs. Dun- 
combe reproved him in the ſtrongeſt. 
terms, but poor Louifa was ſo com- 
pletely overcome with this morning's. 
walk and diſcovery, that ſhe ſaid no- 
thing. When ſhe drew upon the Ban- 
ker for twelve pounds twelve ſhillings, 
the man abſolutely refuſed to take the 
worthleſs piece of paper,—it was a ſham 
—ſure he was no ſuch fool, didn't 
he know they were as good as beggars, 
and ſhould he be chouſed in that way ? 
not he indeed. Mrs. Duncombe, how- 
ever, was ſo convinced that Louiſa and 

a George 
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George were the moſt honourable of 
God's creatures, and therefore ſhe took 
the draft and brought money for it, with 
which Louiſa ſatisfied this worthleſs 
man. According to his eſtimation, the 
goods were worth ſomething ſhort of 
the half what they ſold for. Within the 
three days ſhe effected the funeral, the 
fale, and the libration of her huſband, 
who found himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
twenty-ſeven pound after every debt 
was diſcharged at Iſlington, and alſo 
the exceſſive fees which he was obliged 
to pay in Chancery-Lane, devi to 
his enlargement. 


HA F. 
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A LL this neceſſary buſineſs tranſ- 

ated, they were very impatient to 
get a coach, and quit an abode they had 
ſo involuntarily been conſtrained to 
dwell in for upwards of three weeks; 
but a violent ſtorm of thunder, hail, 
and rain, exerciſed their patience for 
near two hours, when the landlord came 


into the room, and began putting it to 


rights for a gentleman he hourly ex- 
pected. Being a very talkative man, 
he adviſed Louiſa not to be down-caſt. 
"© It does no good,” ſaid he,” follow 
my example, Ma'm—1I ben't down-caſt, 
tho“ I have met a damn'd diſappoint- 
ment to-day. You ſhall hear now, and 


Judge, 


\, -s 
_ 
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judge. Laſt night I ſees in the Chro- 
nicle a deal about the Unclaimed Di- 
vidends, and the names of the folks 
whoſe property they be. Well! here 
ſees I the name Fo/eph Atkinſon, (my 
wife's name was Atkinſon, and her fa. 
ther's name Joe, the gentleman made 
a pretty fortune by my trade in this 
here houſe,) ſo I looks and I looks till 
I finds there was upwards of forty thou- 
ſand pounds in theſe funds, that no one 
knowed of, couldn't eat,—couldn't 
ſleep, it ran ſo in my head—the names 


being alike d'ye ſee. Lord thought J, 


I'll elbow my betters, it can't do no 
harm to ſee after it; ſo away goes 1 
this morning—devil take the diſap- 
pointment ſay I —Foe Alkinſon was a 
Wine Merchant at Bourdeaux, and not 
my wife's father. I went to a friend 
of mine, an Attorney, who had a dex- 
| terous 
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terous hand in theſe caſes, but he can't 
make out no kin to him, and if be 
can't, the devil can't I'm ſure.” 

Poor Louiſa appeared to be ſo totally 
abforbed in reflection, that ſhe paid no 
attention to the converſation which 
paſſed between the keeper of the ſpung- 
ing-houſe and her huſband. George, 
however, treaſured up every ſyllable; 


he aſked where he had got this infor- 


mation? the man replied, © at the Se- 
cretary's office.“ Soon as a coach was 
procured, and their few bundles placed 
in it, they ſeated themſelves their alſo, 
and bid the man drive to Iſlington. 
George inſtantly related what he had 
lcarnt of the ſailor, and added, that 
as ſoon as he had embraced his dear 
little infants, he would go to the office 
and enquire about the affair. His wife 
approved of this plan, but warned him 

not 
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not to expect it ſhould turn out exactly 
what he would have 1t, as it might cre- 
ate him a real diſappointment. *© Out 
of debt as we now are, I thank God,” 
ſaid ſhe, © and having a few guineas in 
poſſeſſion, let us exert ourſelves with 
more earneſtneſs than we have hitherto 
done. I truſt you will ſuffer me to 
open, without any loſs of time, a day 
ſchool ; work, reading, and French, I 
can certainly teach ; this will procure 
neceſſaries for us all, till better days 
arrive, for you know my love, I never 
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deſpair. Delicacy has made us ſup- 


preſs our ſufferings in a great meaſure; 
did either ſiſter know the extremity of 
our diſtreſſes, they would have exertcd 
all their powers to ſave us from ſo un- 


merited a portion. Lady Halcborough 
has been goodneſs itſelf, and the Mar- 
chioneſs aſſiſts us in the only way ſte 

15 Fw, an, 
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can, receives and educates our child 
and indeed, ſpares a great deal out of 
the little her huſband gives her, in mo- 
ney. Could we have perſecuted either 
of theſe amiable hearted women, we 


ſhould have been deſtitute of all deli- 
R cacy. Better days I hope are in ſtore; 
0 tor Lord Haleborough's being upon the 
y ſpot alone will be a protection, and two 
I months will effect this. For God's 
K ſake, dear George, don't look ſo me- 
10 lancholy hope, my deareſt life hope 
a as I d. | 


* Did you ſpeak to me, my dear?“ 
replied George, who, tho' he had ap- 
peared to attend to her, had never heard 
one ſyllable. The Unclaimed Divi- 
dends had made him deaf, blind, and 
attentive, even to Louiſa. ' He begged 
her pardon, and told her that he had 
lo ſtrong a preſentiment of good arifing 

Vol. III. M from 
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from the paſt evil, that he was entirely 
occupied by it. © You muſt go with 
me my dear, I ſhall be crazed to know 
a happineſs myſelf, while you are ig- 
norant of it; ſo you muſt quit the brats, 
and bear me company:“ willingly, 
ſhe replied, © for I perceive I muſt 
conjure up a thouſand blue devils to 
tame your ſpirits, leaſt the joy ſhould 
prove too much for you ; but I declare 
to you, I have not an idea that we ſhall 
profit from our enquiry, becauſe the 
ſon, whom you imagine Joſeph Atkin- 
ſon left, died in a prifon, for a very tri- 
fling debt.'* © Seriouſly ſpeaking, my 
dear,”* replied George, © I do not rec- 
kon much upon it, but nothing is im- 
poſſible.” The coach ſtopped, and the 
little ones were in perfect extacy at 
ſeeing papa come along with mama, 
and the fatisfaction George felt at re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving their infantile careſſes, made 


him forget the impatience he had fo 


lately felt to drive to the Secretary's _ 


office. Mrs. Duncombe had begged 
them to take up with her houſe till 
they could fix upon one to their liking ; 
fo they agreed to take their dinner with 
the little angels, and walk fearleſs of 
duns or bailiffs to the fountain head for 
intelligence; but when they arrived 
there, they tearnt that it was a holiday 
—the next day was Sunday, ſo that 


their impatience had not a chance of 


being ſatisfied till the expiration of two 
long tedious days. 
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f EORGE appeared exceſſively tired | 
at his return, which was very na- T 
tural, conſidering he had kept*his/foom 
ſor ſuch a length of time; but the ſup- 
preſſed worry and agitation of his ſpi- 
rits, on the bare Poſſibility of obtaining 
this unexpected fortune, almoſt coſt 
him his life; a fever ſeized him, which 
made the ſame benevolent phyſician, 
who attended the little Louiſa Atkin- 
ſon, dread the conſequences; which, 
however, he concealed from his amiable 
nurſe, feeling every tender commiſſe- 
ration for her ſituation. The criſis for 
which he waited with fear, terminated 
happily ; but the weakneſs it left be- 
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| hind, made change of air abſolutety 


neceſſary. - Louiſa told her medical 
friend the circumſtance relative to the 
Unclaimed Dividends, and he kindly 
undertook to make JP enquiries 
himſelf, and bring her ive ro 

during his doing ſo, George fell aſleep, 
and Louiſa addreſſed three letters to- 
Lady Haleborough, the Marchioneſs of 
Pearcefield, and her godmother, Lady 
Berkland, informing them of George's 
paſt illneſs, and neceſſary change of 
air; and laying it open to them, with 
the hope, that a couple of rooms at ſome 
of their country houſes might be vo- 
lunteered to her dear invalid ; to her 
godmother ſhe had addrefſed a requeſt 
that ſhe would enquire whether a ſmall 
cottage in her neighbourhood was un- 
occupied, and if it was, to aſk the pro- 
prietor's terms for hiring it for one 


M 3 month. 
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manth. Scarcely had they been depo. 


fited in the poſt-houſe, when the phy- 


ſician returned, and with too much ſa- 
tis faction in his looks, to make Louiſa 
uneaſy about his errand, he told her 


he ouly reauired 2 twentieth part for 
his trouble, and then rand out the pa- 
per he held in his hand, which proved 
that Joſeph Atkinſon, Wine-merchant 
of Bourdcaux, was father to John Wick- 
ſtead Atkinſon, who was abroad at the 
time of his father's ſudden death. The 
phyfician ſaid this little voyage would 
do Gcorge a great deal of fervice, and 
he had beſt go to gather the particulars 
on the ſpot. Within the week they 
learnt at Bourdeaux, that the old man 
was reputed to be very rich, but dying 


ſuddenly, and no papers being found, 


the people imagined they had judged 
wrong. His only ſon, John Wickſtead 
Atkinſon, 


DP bs 222 
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Atkinfon, was in India at the timé; 
and at his return was much diſap- 
pointed to find that his father had leſt 
1 mere trifle behind him. He accorde 
ingly ſet up the ſame trade, and untor- 
tunately failed. After many years, he 
again entered into it, and ſeemed to go 


on very profperoully till he married an 


Engliſh woman 'of faſhion, who ran 
him out, and was the cauſe of his dying 
in jail. He left all his little property, 
by will, to the widow, who was ſhortly 
after brought to bed of a daughter, 
which occaſioned her death. The in- 
fant was ſenr to England to her uncle 
and aunt Montague. | 

As all this intelligence was perfectly 
ſatisfactory, George and his wife re- 
turned to England, to take poſſeſſion 
of a fortune he had a right: to, as heir 
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to his ſiſter, Mrs. Atkinſon. As ſoon 
as ever the claim vas put in, the 
money was: honourably transferred to 
George Montague. 

At their return, Louiſa found a let- 
ter from Sir George Berkland, in which 
was encloſed a draft upon his banker 
for one thouſand pound, payable only 
to herſelf, entreating her in the moſt 
carneſt manner to oblige him, by ſuf- 
tering him to be uſeful to her and Mr. 
Montague, and aſſuring her. that till 
he accidentally ſaw. her letter to his 
mother, he had not the moſt diſtant 
knowledge of her embarraſſed ſituation, 
or he had certainly made this requeſt 
ſooner. He added, that till lately, he 
had found it dangerous to his peace to 
think of her at all, but that things were 
reverſcd, for he begged permithon to 
introduce 
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introduce Lady Berkland to her ac- 
quaintance, as ſoon as Miſs Abercrom- 
bie obliged him with receiving a legal 
right to be called by is name. 
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CHAT XXXIN. 


LEASED and grateful as Louiſa 

was to God for this unlooked- for 
change from miſery and total neglect, 
to affluence and unbounded triendſhip, 
ſhe dwelt much more on the ſatisfaction. 
this latter thouſand pound created in 
her heart, than on the foity-ſeven 
which belonged to tne Atkinſon family. 
To the very few who are capable of 


feeling diſintereſted friendſhip this will 


be believed, for where is that affliction 
which yields not to the ſoothing par- 
ticipation of friendſhip? Pain, diſap- 
pointment, unmerited calumny, and a 
thouſand other evils, which all the riches 
in the world cannot foften or meliorate, 

| vaniſh, 
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; e 
vaniß. as a trug incere friend ap- 
Prodcinces ; - | 
« Friendſhip ! thau beſt ſupport of wretched 

* Man, . 
* That gives us, when our life gi oꝛus pain- 
* ful tous, 
© A new exiſtence in a ſecond beiug. 
But this ineſtimable treaſure is as ſcarce 
as valuable. Exquititely amiable as 
George and Louiſa were, the tide of ap- 
probation and warm profeiFon of in- 
| violable attachment which awaited 
them in the hours of praſperity, ebbed 
as Mr. Montague withdrew his favour. 

Incapable of ſuch intereſted friendſhip 

, himſelf, he deſpiſed theſe ſummer birds 

too heartily to reproach them, Aber- 

crombie, Lady Haleborough, the worthy 

Mrs. Duncombe, and humble Mary, 

their attached domeſtic, were abſolutely 

the only creatures who intereſted them- 
ſelves 
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254 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
ſelves in the fate of this ſuffering pair; 
I might indeed have added the Mar- 
chioneſs of Pearcefield, but when 1 
ſpeak of exqui/ite friendſhip, I diſtinguiſh 
her from Lady Haleborough. Lucy 
exerted herſelf more from principle 
than innate affection ; I believe the ex- 
ertion to be more meritorious, becauſe 
leſs intereſted, for the efforts of perfect 
refined friendſhip, are certainly ſelfiſh, 
I cannor be happy while you are other- 
wiſe,—I therefore purchaſe my own 
peace by promoting yours. I give you 
half of my poſſeſſions, becauſe: leſs can- 
not purchaſe hour peace, which conſti- 
tutes my happineſs; I therefore act from 
a ſelfiſh principle. All but the Mar- 
chioneſs were thus /c/f/; and Sir George 
Berkland lately diſcovered himſelf to 
belong to this claſs by his liberal pre- 
ſent, which, however, was returned with 
the 


* 
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the moſt grateful acknowledgment the 
hearts of the obliged could expreſs, 
and an account of the fortunate change 
in their affairs, and promiſing to give 
him the particulars, which would con- 
ſtitute an excellent modern Novel, when 
he and Lady Abercrombic became their 
gueſts in whatever county they pitched 
upon to reſide. They loſt no time in 
conveying the agreeable tidings to the 
Haleboroughs and Pearcefields ; the 
former noble pair were moſt urgent with 
them to purchaſe an eſtate contiguous 
to their own, in Suſſex, which was to 
be old; and Lord Haleborough, who 
underſtood a great deal of agriculture, 
declared it to be capable of great im- 
provement. This with and opinion of 
the Earl's were ſufficient to bias George 
and his wife, and they immediately 
became the proprietors of it. Their 
friends 
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256 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
friends returned to England, and be- 


came ſo much attached to their ancient 
family ſeat, now they had ſuch alluring 
neighbours, that all the unfortunate at- 
tachments Lord Haleborough had for- 
merly entered into, were broke and re- 
nounced. Two ſweet little girls and 
one boy improved and enlarged their 
domeſtic felicity. Louiſa is juſt reco- 


veted from the indiſpoſition another 


little ſtranger has occaſioned, and is 
now happy in having Sir George Berk- 
land and his amiable bride, her gueſts. 
Mrs. Duncombe has quitted her buſi- 
neſs of mantua-making, and is head 
nurfe to the children, with a ſalary of 
thirty pound a year for life; and Mary 


is ſhortly to be married to her ſon, who 


is fet up in the grocery buſineſs by his 
old uncle, who lived porter with Lord 
Haleborongh. Mr. and Mrs. Monta- 
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gue have known too much misfortune 


themſelves to be neglectful of the proſ- 
perity and happineſs of hoſe dependant 


upon them. My good reader, I am juſt 
returned from this happy and deſerving 
group, from whoſe example 1, have 
learnt—that every affliction is ſupport- 
able while the conſcience 1s free from 
reproach—that the greateſt preſent evi 
may lead to the greateſt future good, 
even in this world ;—and that a kind and 
generous action to the forlorn and deſ- 
titute child of ever an inveterate enemy, 
may be attended with immediate bleſ- 
tings to us and our children. 


* Reader, go! and do thou likewiſe,” 


F 


